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THE FOLLOWING NARRATIVE, TOGETHER WITH THE REFLECTIONS, WE 
EXTRACT FROM THE MISCELLANEOUS works of JAMES MEIKLE. 


On board his Majesty’s Ship 
P d, commanded by M. A. Esq. 
Dee. 1759. 


MR. D. lL. had been religious- 
ly educated, but had early been 
led astray, though not without 
convictions, which he too often 
stifled. He had been in the navy 
for some years, where his course 
of life was much of a piece with 
that of others. | 

In December, 1759, being a 
little indisposed, he staid much 
below, (for he was a midship- 
man,) and read a good deal m 
the ** Gentleman Instructed.” It 
was observed, too, that he chose 
tobe much alone, which was im- 
possible but when in bed ; so that 
I have seen him scarce six hours 
up through the whole day. I 
asked him how he could sleep so 
long? He told me, that he slept 
not four hours out of the four and 
twenty. His countenance was 
sad, and something seemed to sit 
heavy on his soul. ‘Two things I 
observed with joy: 1. He read 
frequently in the Scriptures; 2. 
He could speak, yea, be in a pas- 
sion, Without dropping an oath, 
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which befcre was too habitual to 
him. ! 

Some time passed on without 
any remarkable alteration; but 
6n a certain Sabbath evening, he 
was s@ uneasy in his mind, that 
he could not keep from throwing 
his body from side to side, and 
groaning inwardly. I was going 
to speak to him, when he asked 
ifhe could get#ome drops for a 
sinking of spirits? But I knew 
the cause was. what no medicine 
He went imme- 
diately to bed, so that we were 
prevented from conversation a- 
bout his situation at that time, and 
it was some time before an oppor- 
tunity o8ewtred. One night, how- 
ever, being™alone, we introduced 
the subject, when he burst into 
tears, and told me, that he had 
suffered what no tongue could telly 
and that he was at such a pass 
somezimes, that, had it not been 
for his immortal part, he could 
have thrown himself overboard. 
I reminded him of the freeness 
and fulness of grace to repenting 
sinners ; forhe seemed rather to, 
need comfort than conviction, an@ 







































































rather to verge on deSpair than 
presumption. Hesaid he durst 
not despair of the mercy of God, 
but at times there was such a 
weicht on his heart, that he could 
scarce support it, and that sgme- 
times surciy he was delirious. 
“OQ what I would give,” say he, 
. for a quiet mind! and what is 
all the world to me without it?’ 

tc «i him, that sin was bitter to 
all, cither in a sincere and godly 
sorrow, or in that place where re- 
pentance comes too late; and 
that it was betier to travail in the 
pangs of the new birth, than to 
live and die without one serious 
ethouesht; and that though his 
. condition was hard, yet it was 
hopeful. 

Ic was now February, 1% "60, 
and we were lying on the coast of 
France. One day, when he, was 
very uneasy, { gave him the 77th 
Psalm, which he read, and burst 
out in tears. I told him, if God 
dealt so with his favorite ones, 
could he thmk it strange, when 
Heaven had been waiting for him 
for years and days, that God’s 
hand should jie heavy on him for” 
some time, if there might be mer- 
cy in the end. A gentleman 
asking him if hie head ached, 
“Oh! says he, after he was 
gone, “itis not my head, but my 
heart.” Those that slept near 
him took notice of him: for in 
the night. time he could not for- 
bear crying out in the angarsh of 
hissoul. He longed tly 'to 
be free from a iinowar! I ad- 
vised him to write his case, and 
his resolutions against sin, and 
that he should make a solemn en- 
1t to God. 
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I would give them all for a quiet 
mind.” AQ little after he cried, 
** O how contentedly could I live 
a beggar all my life-time, with 
this proviso, that I lived in ease |! 
Oh!” added he, “ how misera- 
ble a wretch.am I, who rest nei- 
ther night nor day !”’ T asked him 
if it was any particular thought, 
or the fear and apprehension of 
wrath, which made him so unea.- 
sy? He said, sometimes he was 
driven almost to the brink of de:- 
pair ; at other times there was an 
insupporiable weight on his sev! 
that he could not account for, nor, 
by al! the arguments he could ure, 
get rid of ; that he was sometimes 
afraid of being driven to do vio 
“Tence to himself ; at other ‘time: 
“Bate regrsians were thrown into 
his mind, which made him ver: 
Uneasy ; and what added to all, 
was the dread of continuing long 
in that condition. I advised him 
t6 amuse himself with reading tic 
Scriptures ; that God might 52 
found in his word read, as he | 
fot the opportunity of hearing the 
word preached ; and to be : 
quently in prayer. He said 
was in that ‘exercise often ; but 
when hewasin such anguish i 
soul, he had no composure -ot 
mind to pray; ‘ for,’’. says ‘he, 
‘‘ T surely am delirious at times.” 
I told him I was afraid Satan Wad 
his hand in it, for he endeavors tc 
drive men'to opposite extremes ; 
to presume on the mercy of Cod, 
while they are following the ways 
of sin; or to despair of it, when 
leaving the paths of vice. “My 
comrades,” says he, ** observe me 
now, which makes me a little un- 
easy ;” for they could see him at 
times tossing and tumbling in hs 
bed; and concern dwelt on his 
countenance. I gave him the 42¢ 
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and 43d Psalms to read, and we 
continued in discourse a good 
while, which diverted his melan- 
choly thoughts. 

At night, as he had lon want+ 


ed sleep, he got some. drops of © 
landanum. _Nextday hetold me ~ 


he had never shu€ his: eyes till 
four in the morning, and then but 
for alittle time. , He said his legs 
trembled under him, and that 
sometimes he himself trembled, 
He was pretty quiet through part 
of this day, and at night was invit- 
ed to some company ; but eating 
little, and sleeping less, a small 
quantity of liquor made him mer- 
ry, and his comrades congratulat- 
ed him on his recovery, as they 
called it. But next morning his 
anguish was so great, that tosgs 
ing things from him, they said a- 
mong themselves he was gone 
mad. Herose, and seemed very 
disquieted ; “Oh !” says he, «I 
have had hardships, but all that 
ever I had were less than nothing 
to what I have now; for,’ says 
he, “a ‘vounded spirit, who can 
bear ?”? I advised him to write 
his case, and resolutions as to refs 
ormation, which might be an use- 
ful memorandum to him in time 
to come. He read the 102d 
salm. 


© og On Sunday, the 24th, an old 


a€quaintance came a-board to see 
him, and he madea great deal too 
free with the Lord’s day ; he di- 
verted him pretty much, but their 
discourse had nothing sacred or 
serious in it. Next day, he felt 
himself very uneasy, and said he 
deserved it for yesterday’s works. 
He complained of his sight being 
weak, his memory worse than 
usual, and his judgment greatly 
gone ; from whjch circumstances 
TU concluded he had some bodily 
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disorder, and even, after all, I 
was afraid that his sorrow was not 
thoroughly godly, but durst not 
judge the small beginnings of 
grace ;.nor durst I lay open to 
him*his-desperate condition, lest 
ad been driven to despair at 
’ ah 
arch 1, 1760. Going to his 
bed, I found him in tears, awd 
asked him how he was; he said 
the arrows of the Almighty were 
piercing his spirit. Afterwards 
he said, “1am a reprobate !”' I 
told him that it was no sign of 
being a reprobate to be afraid of 
being one; but, besides, that it 
did not concern us to troubte our- 
selves with unrevealed things. A 
little after, says he, “ Buel 
think this isa sign of it, that] 
ean find no rest ; this is surely di- 
vine wrath.” I said, chastisement 
was a sign of sonship, for it was 
sons, and not bastards, that en- 
dured it. “Oh!” says he “ in 
a little time I shall go down to 
the silent chamberstof the grave !” 

2, Sabbath, in ‘the morning, 
I found him very uneasy, and he 
told me that he had never shut his 
eyes alllast night, so that he did 
not expect tolivelong. I asked 
him what kept him awake? He 
said, when he w2s about to fall 
into sl@mber:, some fearful 
thoughts madebim start. I re- 
minded him of last Sunday’s 
work; he said it had made” him 
very uneasy. I read to him some 
portrons of Scripture, and he fa- 
mented that our sitvation would 
not let us join in praycr, but beg- 
ged me never to forget him when’ 
alone. 

$. In the morning he told me 
he had siept none ail last night 
also, and said he was going the 


way of all living, and wanied {a 
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hear some words of comfort. We 
spoke a good deal, but he said he 
was afraid he wasan atheist. I 
asked him, Did he not believe 
there was a God? ‘ Sometimes,’’ 
says he, “I do, and sometimes 
not; and these are the thoughts 
that torment me, for I think God 
will never have mercy on mb, 
when such thoughts come into 
my head, and thence arises my 
pain ; sometimes, too, 1am made 
to doubt if there be a future 
state.’ I asked him if these 
doubts gave him pain, or if he 
admitied them as favorite opin- 
ions? “No,” sayshe “it racks 
me that ever they come into my 


mind; and then how can I be-« 


lieve, or expect mercy from God, 
whemat any time I doubt of his 
being ?”? I told .hint they were 
suggestions of Sataty and I ‘pro- 
duced some arguments to confirm 
him in the belief of a\Ged. and a 
future statem—“ Buty’ says -he, 
“God will panise me for ‘these 
thoughts.” £ told him, if he 
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member mercy ! O be reconciled 
to me !” 

On thie following day, he sent 
for me, and desired me to speak 
with him; and that we might not 
lay a false foundation ino weigh- 
ty a matter, Elaid before him the 
heinoueness of his past life; how 
he had sinned against a good ed- 
ucation ; against the’ cries and 
checks of his own conscience, and 
against his knowledge ; had blas- 
phemed the sacred name of God, 
and profaned his holy day ; wal- 
lowed in uncleanness, and. com- 
mitted all sin with greediness, and 
that not only for months, but for 
years, even while Heaven pre- 
vented him with mercies, and ex- 
ercised patience towards him, 
At which, observing him to shake 


sin ‘his bed, I asked him what 


made him to tremble? He said it 
was horror. ‘ But then,” said I, 
‘cast your eye to the other side, 
and see that the biood of Christ 
clgmereth from all sin; that 
thetgh yoursins were like great 


strove against them, and mourn- 4sémptintaims, the sea cf meritorious 
ed over them, they were his af- “sbloed could cover them ; though 
fliction but nothis sin. He would ¢ 


often cry for mercy: “QO!” 
says he, “I would give @world 
of worlds to be in your cas®!” 

G. He said he desired tewhear 
some ¢onfort for his futtire state. 
T then stated to him the vastness 
of divine mercy, through the mer- 
its of Christ, the fulness of the 
promise, and the freeness otf the 
Gospel-call. He asked what 
cémfort or hope he might have, 
‘and begged me not to flatter him ; 
and when I enlarged a little on 
the promises, and the faithfulness 
of the Promiser, he put up many 
a petition; “O!” says he, “in 
the midst of deserved wrath re- 


your imiquities were like thick 
clouds, God ceuld blot them 
out.”” He put @p many petitions. 

8.—When I saw him, ** Now,” 
says he, ‘ what thoughts think yet 
come into my mind? That I dm 
not chargeable with my sins, 
since J have not free-will ; for 
how can I help committing what 
I have not a free-will to for- 
bear?” [told him that no man, 
either in agracious of a natural 
state, waS.mecessitated to do the 
duties, or commit the vices prop- 
er to either state, as a stone tum- 
bles down hill by its own weight; 
for the will of the sinner, through 
natural deprayity, went always 
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spontaneously after what was bad, 
and the will of saints, who are 
made willing in a day of power, 
being renewed, sweetly inclines 
towards what is goody. therefore 
is that expression, * I will .draw 
them with cords of love, and 
bands of aman.” No man now 
has his will alike free in the choice 
of good or evil, for that would 
suppose him to be in the same 
state with Adam before the fall, 
but his will is always prone to 
that which is evil, till renewed by 
_ grace. ‘ Then,” says he, “as I 
had not grace, how couldI but 
choose that which was evil?” 
Well, said I whose sin is that? 
This is your depraved state, the 
effects of original sin conveyed to 
you from your first father Adam, 
for which you justly may be» 
damned, though yon had not 
committed one actual transgrese- 
ion. But how often have you 
sinned against light and the. up- 


braiding of your epnsgiene@} so . 
you are. 


that, with the heathen, 
without excuse. Hlesaid, hedge 
gued against these thoughts, yet 
they still recurred. 
he ought not se much as to en- 
tertain them, even to argue a- 
gainst them, to his own trouble, 
“ebut believe what God had said, 

>. O Israel! thou hast destroyed 
thyself.”” Then he breathed ma- 
ny requests to be freed from these 
thoughts, and we talked a good 
while together. 

One day hearing’ one swear, 
“Oh,” says he, “that was the 
way IL used to express myself!” 
Another time he said, ‘* How 
shall I know that my repentance 
is true ? What if, were I to get 
better, I should return to my sin- 
ful way ?? Itold him to beg sin- 
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cere toward God, 
all-sufficient grace. 
9.—I asked him, how he was} :? 
“ He said, | am dying under the 
hand ofa mighty and just God ; 
batwere I reconciled to him,-I 
couldileave the world willingly.” 


and rely on 


He had slept none that he knew 


“og all last sede He said he had 
some rays that refreshed hin 
greatly, but they were gone. JT 
found him always in prager. 
“Oh,” says he, *“* I desire to be 
found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, but the right- 
eousness of Christ my Savior.” 
The same day, when I visited 
him in bed, “Qh,’’ says he, 
“my heart is risen up.in rebellion 


«against God! I was thinking,” 


sayShe, “but what 4 dare a 
tell you; amin despair, I am 
irethe agonies of the damned!” 
Upon which Fspaketo him, and 
told hita"God was as willing to 
save him as he was to be saved. 
‘“‘ How know gouthat 2” says he. 
“‘ From the Scripitures of truth,” 
replied I, “through which we 
sheuld have comfort.’? Then he 
said, “OQ Lord, banish, banish, 
banish these thoughts, and let me 
gete#he victory, through Jesus 
Christ; my Lord.” 

Going to him again, I asked 
how Me was? “ Oh, ” says he, 
“in “a miserable condition. I 
thought before I was bad enough, 
but now [I feel the height of mis- 
ery ; these thoughts torture me.” 
“* But do they not beget an unea- 
siness in you?” ‘ Yes,?’ said he, 
‘Well, what is that from 2? 
“Why,” says he, “from the 
dread of eternal wrath. O, my 
dear Mr. M » could I be like 
you !” A little while after, “* Oh,” 
says he, “a godly state is an 
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happy condition! O were Lin 
that state! F pray with my 
mouth, but my heart goes not 
with my meuth; I desire, but 
desires willneverdo. Every one 
desires. to be saved. Oh! my 
condition is miserable, for I feel 
the agonies Of the damned, for I 
cannot have honourable thoughts 
of Ged! O villian that I am, to 
have such thoughts of God#I 
was disquieted before, and could 
not tell for what, but now I plain- 
ly see it is these thoughts that tor- 
ment me.” I spoke a little to 
him. “ I know,” says he, ‘that 
so and so [ should think and be- 
heve, but I cannot.”’» Ispake of 
getting sOmeéthingfor him against 
night, to 
which he @had.:wanted so long; 
Oh,” says he,“ dow can my 
body rest with an afflteged mind; 
afflicted with the fear.of that aw- 
fal and tremendous Godwheo will 
justly punish me ???eA little after, 
he said ** O‘what I must endure to 
eternity! Thie¢s®a@ dreadful 
the ong! '? He.said, he was torn 
with awful ge tap) “Oh! 
must I die.and perish eternally ? 
Oh! did Ieverthink to come 
vo «6this! «but he has justly 
riven me over for my former 
eins.’ A while aftery Ap asked 
him if 7° was like to falltie sleep ? 
‘* Flow,” said he, “can I ssheepy 
who have no thing to expect but 
everlasting misery ?’’ I bade him 
pot think so hardly of himself: 
” says he, “my _ heart 
condemns me, and God is greater 
than my heart.” 
1 went, and many others, to see 
a man that had drunk himeelf to 
ath ina short oe 0 spirits. 


When I returned, ** Now,” said 
J, “there isa soul i parted into 
the other world without one ‘eri. 


procure a little resg,’ 


[ Noy. 


ous thought.’’ “Oh!” says he, 
‘it were better for me to die so, 
than have such thoughts as I 
have; for,’? adds he, “I am a- 
shamed to tell you what thoughts 
come into my mind; sometimes 
1 think God ~is-mercifal; but 
then, how is it that he damns the 
heathen 2” I told him, “* God, as 
an absolute God, could: gat show 
mercy to sinners ; it was only in 
Christ.” I asked if he inclined 
to sleep? “Oh!” says, he, “I 
shall sleep no more, till I sleep 
my long sleep.” 

About midnight I left him, 
and about five next morning went 
tohim, “Oh,” says he, “here 
is adismal spectacle.’ He had 
‘slept none. A little after, he rose 
and walked to and fro in great 
agony. ‘O,” say8 be, “1 am 
inthe torments of hell Y’ Then 
to himself, “*O Lord, I beseech 
thee, have mercy on me, and 
change my heart. O save me, 
save me!.I resign myself to 
thee," and many such like peti- 
tians. He read, at my desire, 
the 22th psalm, and we had much 
earcsuing. 

In the afternoon he fell into 
some short sleep, and in that time 
he dreamnd he was at home (in 
Ireland,) and had got the bett ‘ 
of all his afflictions. A while afe 
ni T asked him how he was; he 

said he had some more comfort, 
but his gluatny thoughts still re- 
turned to wie against which he 

struggled still. 

Next morning he sent, for me 
about five o’clock, and told me 
that he had been pretty quiet” all 
night, though he had slept none ; 
but that, when ghe was about to 
fall aslce P: he thoyght himeelf just 
dying, which made him start 
from his sieep. 1 told him it was 
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but a wild notion, and to banish 
it. Sometimes through the day 
he was very uneasy, and told me 
it was becawse he could not con- 
demn himself. After walking a 
while by himself, hé®said -he had 
gotten the len$tW to’ see himeelf 
guilty, and God just, So-ds to sor- 
row for his sins ; *“but,”? adds he, 
“ howésitthat lam full of hort- 
ror? I thought that godly sot 
row always had a joy in it.” 4 
told him that sorrow and joy 
could not be at one time in the 
same. breast, but that godly sor- 
row ended in joy, and that he 
ought to wait for it. A little 
after, says he, “ I am ina black 
despair ;”? and im little more, 
“« Now,” sayshe, I ameasier?’ 
He continued gome time so, and 
called fora piece of paper, and 
wrote something on it; after- 
wards says he, ** I think myself in 
a new world.” I bade him be 
thankful. 

That same evening he’ was in- 
vited into another birth t6 sp ; 


he went, and continued ®wo 
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- out of: the world ?”’ 
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these expressions, while he added, 
“ How can I seek forgiveness of 
these sins, in committing which I 
cannot be convinced I am. guil- 
ty??? on which I renewed the 
arcument with him. A little af- 
ter, “Oh,” says he, it is all 
over with me!” Thien again he 
says, “I am as sure of going in- 
t© Misery asl am sitting here!” 
®BEn looking wistfully on anoth- 
ef messmate and myself, he says, 
“Oh! 1 must leave you all, and 
go into everlasting misery! I 
cannot pray ; is not this a deplor- 
able condition? I cannot repent ; 
Oh! I feel my heart,” clapping 
his hand On-his breast, “ torn 
with agonies’ A little after, he 


‘says, “ You shalhsee”—2then stop- 


ping, pausédl a little; mend added, 
“Oh! ft ‘wit way mist T go 
He then 
showéd me*what he had wrote,— 
a pray@Pwhich might have drawn 


‘tears fromany eye, and which, 


while he readit, drew them plent:- 
fully from his'ewn. Then walk- 


“ite a g80d while by himself, con- 


hours; but the company wasiot 

what he should have beef in, for 

*they profaned that great name by 

“which we must be saved.. He 

ma... “went pretty quiet to bed, but was When he heard some news that 
;Jup before me next morning. I was Mot agreeable wiih | respect 
“could not help thinking he was a’ to@he@War, “ Yes,” says he, “ ! 

little delirious, though he spoke *hawe ‘seen the time when this 


' fessing his guilt, and pleading for 
‘pardon in Christ, says he to him- 
self, “lf the anguish be such 
here, what must it be hereafter °”’ 
Lat 












sensibly. I asked him how he news would have troubled me, 
but nothing of that kind troubles 
me now.”? I reminded him what 
company he was im last night: 
“Qh!” says he, “I am more 
like an imp than a Christian.”’ 
A little after, he said, “ When 
you told me the story of Spira, I 
pitied him, but did [+ ever think 
to be in the same coadition :”’ 
Looking on a Bible lying on a ta- 
ble, “Oh!” says he, * Dhave no 


was; he said he was forever lost ! 
{bade him not talk at sucha 
rate: ‘* What else,” replied he, 
“‘can Econclude, when I can nei- 
ther condemn myself, nor re- 
pent ?’ I bade him make his re- 
qvest tohim who could pour cut 
on him the spirit of mourning 
and supplication. He said he could 
not pray, and durst not lift up his 
face to God. I was stupified at 
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interest in that book?’ I once 
asked if ever he was tempted to 
make away with himself? “ At 
first,”’ says he,“ I was; but now 
Ihave too much fear of entering 
into the.other world, to have any 
such thought.” 

12.—His langtage was much 
the same as before. In the af- 
ternoon he said he could not live 
long. ; 

13.—He was very early up, 
but went to bed again. Rose a- 
gain, and was pretty quiet through 
the day, during which time he 
spoke a good deal. “ He said, 
«¢ Never one was in my condition, 
for they have had a horror for 
their sins, but T have had a hor- 
ror for my ‘odd thoughts about 
my not Reine chargeable with my 
sins.”? © Taskea him,’ if ever any 
of his dissdlate acquaintance had 
argued with him in such a strain ? 
‘‘ Never,” said he. _P’bade him 
be watchful against these 
thoughts, “TI fiave,’”’ said he, 
“‘ put on a resolution not to argue 
about these things at all, but to 
believe what the Scriptures have 
said.” ‘ 

About eight o’clock, he went 
pretty quiet to bed, but was up 
about twelve, and said, when he 
awaked, he was in the greatest 
uneasiness imaginable. He walk- 
eda while, and then went to be 
again. ae 
Next morning, I asked how he 
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did; ‘I cannot,” said he, * be 
worse in this world; I am ready 
to sink under the different pas- 
sions of my mind. ©! a bad 
conscience is asad thing. I some- 
times sweat through horror, till 
you might “wring my shirt. . A 


‘lad that is come, of religious pa- 


rents, and had a religious educa- 
tion, to be a cast-a-way !” Here 
we had some conversation, which 
quieted him. He was pretty qui- 
et through the day, and sat easy. 

Next day, after he had been 
walking, he came and sat down, 
and said, “ Lord forgive me! for 
I was tempted to throw myself 
out at the gun-room port, as there 
was nobody beside me; but I 
thought this would be undoing 
myself atonce.” 4 

Next day, being Sabbath, 16th, 
he was very uneasy, and extreme- 
ly troubled, full of doleful com- 
plaints: “O!*” says he, .“ there 
isa great difference between a 
good and a wicked man; the one 
has rioble thoughts, which the 
other has not.” He complained 
often, that he could not have 
honourable thoughts of God as he 
should, but that his heart rose 
up in rebellion against God, and” 
how would he have mercy or 
him! Whereupon I spoke a Tit-” 
tle to him. He said, he was all 
in a ferment within. 


(To be continued.) z7ee 53.- 
‘ ‘ 
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A DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO CLERGYMEN, CALVINUS AND ARMINIUS, om 
THE BEST METHOD OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL. 


(Continued from page 295.) ~Wy 


Arminius. I rejoice to see you, 
brother Calvinus, for I bring you 


gladtidings. I have experienced 
the change you spoke of, in ovr 
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conversation, some months ago. 
I feel the love of God in my heart 
continually, and have the world 
under my feet. I wasina great 
error when i saw you, aod knew 
nothing of this wonderful love of 
God. I read morality to the 
people quite too long, but now 
despise it all. I am astonished 
at my former coldness, and am 
still more astonished, that I should 
ever think, that reading morality 
was préaching the pospel. | 

Calvinis. Be calm, my friend, 
if your change bea change of 
heart, I can rejoice with you. 
There are many changes, which 
are not saving. Saul had ansther 
heart ; but not a new heart. Some 
change from bad to worse. 

Arm. Why, do you doubt my 
Sincerity ? I £now, I have the love 
of God in my soul and have pas- 
sed from death to life. 

Cal. Be calm, Sir, and tell me 
the travel of your mind. Be as 
particular as you can, consistent 
with brevity. | 

Arm. Soon afterI saw you, 


one of my parishioners, being on, 


a journey, chanced to hear one of 
your sort of preachers; and his 
€ipression, after he came home, 
was, that, * he tore me all to pie- 
ces.” He soon thought he had 
miet with a change of heart, and 
became a hot-headed Hopkinto- 
nion. From this the fervor spread 
through the town, and a great 
proportion of my church and 
people became serious; and, 
strange to tell, in spite of all I 
éould do, fell into the same de- 
lusion. ‘Their next aim was, to 
bring me over also. But here 
they found their match. I gave 
them to understand, that I knew 
as much as they, and was not to 
be taught by them. [I tried to 


, cou 
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please them for a while, but all 
in vain. I wasa heretic, and no 
christian, and must be dismissed. 
I consented. I gave up preach- 
ing and took to labor. But they 


‘soon after settled aman to their 


pleasiiig, a mighty lectioner. f at- 
tended his preaching, till I was 
almost distracted. I heard him 
preagh those dark things, till TI 
could hear him no longer. I often 
heard him preach, when my blood 
boiled within me, in consequence 
of his inconsistency ; and I some- 
times. found myself in a perfect 
rage. But by this time, some of 
the people had turned methodists, 
some universalists and some open 
infidels. And when we ld no 
longer endure,. those and. myself 
united and sent for Annihilatus, 
to come and show us. the way 
of life. And now begins what 
God has done for mysoul. He 
told us to pray, to seek and ask 
and we should receive. He said 
the world was full of tradition, 
priest-craft and delusion ; that 
the state of*sinners was not so 
bad as many supposé, not totally 
depraved, not bound by decrees, 
and that there was no election, 
till after.we believed. My soul 
bid himiwelcome. I obeyed his 
exhortation to pray. And my 
first prayer was heard and an. 
swered ; for when I rose from 
prayer, I felt relieved : 1 thought 
Christ loved me, and I know 1 
loved him. Then it seemed to 
be whispered to me, “thou art 
mine,” ‘thy sins are forgiven 
thee,” “come up hither.” My 
soul leaped for joy; I could joia 
che song of angels, and it seem. 
ed to me, as though I could hear 
them sing. Since that time, I 
have never doubted, have been 


full of joy, and lad the peace 
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of God in my soul. The spirit 
of God has ‘been with me, con- 
stantly, and by this I am led. 

This spirit, a Fev dave after my 
conversion said to me, “ go preach 
the’ Bop el and baptize.” T obey- 
ed, and have been preaching sev- 
eral weeks. 7 

Cal. Friend, Itold:yow in the 
beginning, that I-was a plain man, 
and that you maust expect plait 
dealing. I must ‘tell you, I fear 
you are.yet deceived, and’ if so, 
your last state is‘ worse than the 
first. ~ You. ‘have told nothing, 
which is‘heyond the power of na- 
ture, or self-love. You Say you 
love God, but for what? Is it not 
because you now think him to be 
as alms hty servant? Would 

ou not Wve, a fallen “angel as 

Teed Fheyhad done as much for 
Tod. as youfancy Ged has done? 
How would you feely it you knew, 
that God was determined to send 
you to hell ? What would become 
of all your love and zeal? 

Arn. | know he will not cast 
me, off. I knpw'he doves me, 

and that I Tove him. He has 
anne creat things for my ‘soul, 
and blessed be his name. I thank 
God, I am delivered from the 
shackles of superstition and tradi- 
tion, and that tl know that I am 
humble and have the leve of God 
in my heart. 

Cal. Hark, my friend “not he 
that commendeth himself is ap- 
proved ; but whom the Lord 
commendeth.” Your confident 
boasting is ‘a dark sign against 
you, and almosta sure evidence 
that you are deceived. Let us 
look at your experience. What 
was that wonderful prayer, that 
hi made; and from what mo- 

ive did it preceed ? Suppose you 

ould be breveht to Pehize the 
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words of an inspired writer, that, 
‘* the sacrifice, the thoughts and 
even the plowing of the wicked are 
sin and abomination to the Lord. 
Or the words of our Savior, that 
“a corrupt tree cannot bri 
forth good fruit, nor a,bitter foun? 
fain send forth sweet waters ? 
Or the words of the apostle, “the 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God?” What then wéeld be- 
come of all your religion? But 
this you must see, for these are 
the truthsof God. Depend not, 
sir, upon the whispering of texts 
of scripture ; for hereby, I fear, 
thousands have been fatally de- 
ceived. ‘Satan made use of scrip- 
ture to tempt our Savior, and he 
ts the same subtle adversary and 
deceiver yet: “walking about, 
asa.roaring lion, seeking whom 
hé may déyour.” Many, ‘Tike you 
have fancied, that they heard the 
an els sing, who never had the 
spirit, which animates their song. 
Indeed, sir, the very means of your 
conversion, look as-ifa holy God 
had left youto take that way to 
‘be deceived and ruined forever. 
You joined with universalists and 
even infidels to send for Anniht 
latus to prophecy smooth thfigs 
toyou; merely because yor did 
not love the truth. What bettér 
then could be expected from a ho. 
ly and jealous God, but “to be 
given over to strong delusion to 
believe a lie, that you might be 
damned ?” But I refratn: and 
would ask you, your present meth- 
od of preaching. 
Arm. I preach as I believe: 
and I believe the bible. 3 
Cal. 'This.is saying nothing at 
all to one also professes to 
believe ; epreach the bible. 
The ech 4 is onclude, that the 
bible reveals thifigs to be believed 
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and preached. We are to form 
our opinion from what is revealed 
and to preach accordingly. So 
you see, it is saying nothing, to 
say, that you believe and preach, 
as the bible says. Weall profess 
this. Do you believe and preach. 
annihilation?” * | 
Arm, Annihilation | No. 
There is mot such a word in all 
the book of God. And if any 
man says that I hold any such 
thing, he isa liar and defamer. 

Cal. Be honest my friend, and 
answer me to a few plain ques- 
tions. Do you believe that those 
who die insin, will be endlessly 
miserable, or that all will finally, 
be made happy? 

Arm. No, neither. T believe 
as the bible says, that the wicked 
shall be “destroyed, soul and 
body in hell,” “ Destroyed root 
and branch ;” that ‘théy shall 
be as stubble,” that «they shall 
be consumed,”? “ perish,” * die,” 
&c. Now, is not destruction put 
over in opposition to salvation, 
and are not perish, die and such 
like expressions put over in oppo-, 
sition to life, eternal life and the 
like ? 

’ .€al. Before t answer your ques- 
tions, I would examine what you 
have concluded, as to the final 
end of the wicked. You deny 
annihilation, because the word is 
not in the bible. But you deny 
that all will be saved, or that any 
will be endlessly miserable. Now 
who can see any difference be- 
tween your sentiments and anni- 
hilation? Why then do you re- 
fiise to call it by that name? I 
aim astonished, sir, at-your meth- 
od of supporting you sentiments, 


irerence there 
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But you ask, “is not destruction 
put over in opposition to salva- 
tion??? Tanswer yes, and doubt- 
less means something directly op- 
posite.to. salvation, Then what 
does salvation mean? You, sir, 
and all others will say, it mean$ 
heavenly happiness. ‘I‘hen what 
is the direct ‘opposite to happi- 
ness? Common Sense Says, it is 


pain; and not, non-existence. 


And moreover, it is happy for us, 
that the bible explains its own 
terms. God once said, “@ Is- 
rael, thou hast destroyed thyself.’ 
But Israel was then in existence ; 
and how absurd to suppose that 
a consistent God addressed non- 
entity, in this manner. ‘The same 
term is also explained in the New 
Testament. “ Who shall be*pun- 
ished with iewie destfite: 
tion.” Hence as. n@n-existénée 
is no punishment ; so we know that 
destruction cmnot mean non-ex- 
istence, but evidently means pain, 
or punishment. Much the same 
may be said of consumed, perish, 
die &c. ‘They are put oVer in 
opposition to etéPnal life ; and 
we admit, as you seem to wish we 
should, that they mean the oppo- 
site to eternal life. And what 
will follow? Surely this, eternal 
life, you will not deny means 
eternal happiness. Then what is 
thé opposif® to eternal happiness, 
but eternal pain? Your system, 
therefore, is totaly incapable of 
defence. 

Arm. Tam a Christ-yon, and 
I am proud of the name. I mean 
to follow Christ, and for this lam 
persecuted by you and your order, 
But I farefio worse than my Mas- 
ter did, while here on earth, and 
therefore, [ am content. 1 know 
I have the spirit of Christ in me, 
and amaled by it; and I thank 
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God, Iam delivered from arti. 
cles of faith, primers, creeds and 
platforms, priest-craft and tradi- 
tion. I preach Jesus Christ and 
him I follow. 

Cal. Such language, sir, I con- 
fess does not look to me, like that 
of a humble heart, I therefore say 
agam,I fear you are deceived; 
and I do think that your last state 
is worse than your first. It has 
been no uncommon thing for her- 
etics to cry out—persecution, the 
moment that their sentiments 
were called in question, or began 
to be candidly examined. And 
hereby they deceive the hearts of 
the simple. The name fou as- 
sume to yourselves is sufficient to 
ciscover your arrogance and fol- 
ly, and to undeceive all the can- 
did; for it is just as if, * you 
were the only: people and wisdom 
should die with you.” But, my 
friend, let me tell yow‘candidly, 
J had no reason for*this-conversa- 
tion, but to hear you repeat what 
I had heard you say before; for, 
but last Tuesday evening I heard 
you preach, if preaching | itcan be 
called. As I was onmy journey 
to C—-—, passing a schooll-house 
in W J saw many people 
collecting. On enquiring the rea- 
som, | was told there was to be 
preaching there that eveningw I 
went in with the crowd and took 
my seat. And now sir, hear a 
few remarks upon your sermon 
and I will detain you no longer. 
Before you began your prayer, 
you first gave a slang at the Cal- 
Vinists ; representing, that they 
absolutely forbid sinners to pray. 
This was false; for you could 
but know that we held, that 
‘men ought every whe rere to prays 
lifting up holy hands, without 
wrat ha and doubting.” te for 
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you to draw an inférence from 
this, that we held that sinners 
must not pray, was calculated to 
mislead and to deceive, and I said 
to myself, you must know it. It 
was unfair; for nothing is more 


uncandid, than for one man tQng# 


draw aninference from another’s 


preaching, which the other by no 


means admits; and then say, 
that he said thus and thus, which 
he never said, and which is but 
your inference and not his. This 
the candid would call, wilful ly- 
ing. But you named your text 
and after a very few words upon 
it, you went to telling stories. 
Most of these, instead of being a- 
dopted to the sacred book, were 
not even fit for bar-room talk. 

Often, the whole congregation 
were inalaugh. i had no dis- 
position to laugh, and indeed 
could not refrain from tears. I 
said to myself, is this to worship 
‘the heart searching God,” “* the 
holy one of Israel,” ‘who de- 
mands truth in the inward parts ?”” 
Or is this“ the sacrafice of fools ?”” 
It seemed-to be your great aim to 
run down the standing order as 


you called them ; but no order of 


ams entirely escaped the 
Jash of your tongue. And had yqu 
done it by fair means, I should 
have said but little. a instead 
of this, you did not give a just 
representation of a single doc- 
trine we professed. 
Blackguardism and_ ridicule 
were your principle weapons. 
Mixed with the rest, you would 
introduce some mournful stories, 
(commonly what some old wo- 
man or child said) apparently to 
make the simple weep. They 
did in some instances weep; but 
it was not in view of truth, or 
danger. Yeu represented the 








i811.] 


whole standiie order, as a pack of 
gross hirelings ; when you know, 
that you received more money 
than any one of them, in the cir- 
cle of your acquaintance. You 
said, that ** all they had done, in 
*euding missionaries to destitute 
places, was but to support them- 
selves, arid was indeed, the last 
dregs of the devil’s net.” Andto 
crown the whole and completely 
to destréy@ll regard to the cal- 
vinistic syStem, you attacked the 
character of its founder, John 
Calvin, and said he was no better 
than a common murderer, for 
burning a friar at the stake. Nor 
did you even hint to the people, 
that times and opinions were ex- 
ceedingly different then, from 
what they are now; or that it 
was then the prevailing opinion 
with good.‘mer and ‘bad, that an 
heretic must be put to death. 
And though I do not justify Cal- 
vin, in giving his assent to that 
deed, any more than I do Moses 
for killing the Egyptain, or Da. 
vid Uriah: yet Ido think, that 
it no more proves his writing’s 
false, or himself to be an ungodly 
man, than their conduct proves 
the same of them and their wri- 
tings, Alas, sir, to run us down 
you were driven to straights in- 
deed. 
at your wonderful professions of 
friendship for Christ and the bi- 
ble. On the whole, sir, I did not 
see, in all-your performances the 
least degree of solemnity, chris- 
tian humility, or even common 
honesty. But perhaps I have 
wearied your patience. I hope 
you will profit by hearing your 
conduct exhibited to your view. 
As I esteem further conversation 
needless, [ bid you, adieu, 
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Now let she candid look* 








REMARKS ON LERTIVS. 
Messrs. Editors: 
* T also will show mine opinion.” 


It is granted, that Tertius, in 
his “ thoughts on the evils arising 
from untimely delays in profes- 
sing téligion,’’ contamed in the 
8th No. and third Vol. page 233, 
ofthe Adviser, has well describ- 
edv.same of the unhappy fruits 
ofeEphraim’s early withdrawing 
from the embraces of parental af-» 
fection, and his being de#t desti* 
tute of religious restraints.” He 
hath, with equal propfietyy poiat- 
ed out, the care the church of 
Christ odfght to take of its mem- 
bers ; and especially of its young- 
er branches: as well as the bene- 
fit each member may receive, by 
the united exertions of the whole 
church to prométe the*growth of 
the @ollective “body, and that of 
each individuabshember. 

Approbatioa ¢annot be given, 
to all le *lrath said. After enu- 
merating many benefitsthatwould 
necessarily arise#® the ** spiritual 
children,” from being under ‘the 
guardian parent and nursing 
mother, the*$hurch,” the writer 
observes, **’The new born child 
of Gon, if left to stand by him- 
self, and to depend upon his own 
wisdom amd strength for safety, 
in this sinful, and benighted world, 
where ten thousand dangers, and 
temptations beset him, must share 
a similar lot to that of some ten- 
der plant which springs up in an 
uncultivated garden, and is so o- 
verwhelmed with nexious weeds, 
that its growth is entirely ob- 
structed. In this situation with- 
out the assisting hand of cultiva- 
tion, and the application of prop- 
er measures for the extirpation 
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of surrounding obstructions, a 
plant of the best native properties 
must of necessity dwindle and be- 
come fruitless. Very simitar to 
this must be the case with the 
new-born christian, if by any 
nieans he is separated fromthe 
arms, andis left destitute of the 
yostering hand of an affectionates 
nursing mother. He must soon 
be overwhelmed with — spiritual 
darkness, fall a prey to surround- 
ing enemies, and be swept down 
inthe common torrent of vice, 
and impiety. 

If the ideas of Tertius, in the 
above recited paragragh,’ are un- 
derstood by the writer of these re- 
marks, they appear to be liable to 
some objections. ‘The remarkers 
however, does not-hesitate’ to de- 
clare, he believes it @n important 
duty, as well as-an invaluable 
privilege, for all whevare born in- 
to the kingdom of:Gop, * by the 
washing ot regeneration, and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost,” in 
due time, publicly to profess their 


faith in Jesus Christ, and unite. 


with his church; yet, knowing 
the deccitfulness off the human 
heart: the fountain cf corruption 
within, which will induce persons 
to catch at every shadow; the, 
wiles of the great* Decnterhin and 
the various metheds he will adopt, 
~o influence them to consider con- 
viction, as regeneration ; and a 
certain degree of external reform- 
ation, as sound conversion from 
sin, unto Gop; some time must 
be necessary for a trial, that it 
roay be made manuest, whether 
they are, in reality, born from a- 
bove : or, whether their goodness 
isnot like “the early dew that 
passeth away.” 

In times of great revivals of 


rf 


religion, when the attcntion cf 


multitudes is called up; doubt- 
less there are many, who indulge 
a hope they are christians, and, at 
the same time, are only “ stony 
ground hearers.” If such charac- 
ters as these should unite, tmme- 
diately, with the church of Christy 
as did the three ‘thousand on the 
day of Pentecost, they would not 
be likely to receive any spiritual 
benefit ; they would be “stony 
ground hearers” still; and, like 
them, would soon fall away ; and 
bring reproach upon the cause of 
the blessed Redeemer. For these 
reasons, it is conceived, there 
ought to be time, for persons, 
who think they have passed from 
death to life, to enter into a thor- 
ough examination of the scriptur- 
al marks of a christian; of the 
exercises of their own hearts, and 
to become, on scripture grounds, 
satished of their being actually 
possessed of the meek and humble 
spirit of the gospel. And when, 
on prayerful examination, they 
obtain satisfactory evidence of 
their being the childoda of Gop; 
it is believed they will feel it their 
duty, not to delay entering into 
covenant with his professing peo- 
ple. | 
That those, who place them- 
selves under the nurturing and 
guardian care of the church, may 
receive great helps in their Gfiris- 
tia course, is readily granted: 
but it is not so readily aglmitted, 
‘that the new-born christian,’’ 
whe does not immediately unite 
with, and put himself under the 
protection of the church, * must 
soon be overwhelmed with = spirit- 
ual darkness, fall a prey to sur- 
rounding enemies, and be swept 
down in the common torrent of 
vice, and impiety.”” Where tie 
Spirit of Gop hath implanted a 
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principle of grace, itis believed 
he will nourish and cherish it in 
the heart ; and not * suffer one of 
his little ones to perish.” AI. 
though real christians may reap 
great benefit, from the assistance 
ef each other, as members of 
Christ’s family, his church: yet 
their chief dependence, whether 
they are his professing people or 
otherwise, is upon Gop, the inex- 
hatistible fountaimof divine influ- 
ence. 

Tertius hath proceeded to state 
some of the ‘ill consequences 
arising from a continuance in a 
state of independence, separate 
from all connection with the 
echurch,”’ in these words: “™ Fhe 
consequences have . frequently 
been, that they have scon become 
indifferent to the important things 
of religion, cold, and languid in 
their religious affections ; and in 
the same proportion, the world 
has taken possession of their minds, 
From these have arisen darkness, 
and dowbts respecting themselves : 
and divine beauties have vanished 
from their sight. They have grad- 
ually declined from their watch, 
and restrained prayer before Gop. 
From this they have given reins 
to their appetites, and cheerfully 
hearkened to the voice of the sé- 
ducer. From one step to anoth- 
er @icy pursued these paths of 
darkness until all light, and #ll 
sense of spiritual objects was shut 
from their minds.” 

Whether Tertius hath not ¢ta- 
ted some of the “ill consequen- 
ces,” in quite too strong language, 
the candid reader wil! judge. He 
proceeds, ‘* Had they in due 
time, openly espoused the cause 
ef religion, united to the church 
of Christ, and entered seriously 
fnto his service; doubtless they 


would have experienced his pres- 
ence and approbation, for their 
consolation ; the jriendship and 
assistance of the church for their 
guidance: and in this way they 
might have advantageously serv- 
edahe Redeemer ; and have pro- 
curedarich and blessed revenue 
to themselves. How unwise, 
then, must be all those new-born, 
spiritual babes, who, like Ephraim 
of old, neglect the. provision di- 
vinely instituted for their spiritual 
growth and nourishment; leat 
upon their own understanding for 
guidance ; and suffer theiaselves 
to float in the common current of 
the world.” 

It is believed, the writer of the 
above quoted ideas, would find it 
dificult to prove, that a real child 
of Gon, if he should not unite 
with the church of Christ, by 2. 
public profession, ** will soon’ be 
come indifferent to the important 
things of religion, &c.” That 
this would be the case with those 
who are denominated, by our 
Savior, “ stony ground hearers,’’ 
even were they te tnite with the 
church, theré® is little or no room 
to doubt; but that one, inte 
whese heart the Lord “ hath shin- 
ed, to give the light of the knowl- 
edgewf the glory of Gop, in the 
face of Jesus Christ,’’ should be. 
come thus indifferent, so as to re- 
strain prayer; give the reins to 
lusts; hearken to the seducer, 
and proceed in impiety, soasto 
Jose all light, and all sense of spir- 
itual objects, cannot be admitted. 
So much as this is an undoubted 
truth, that real christians, by a 
neglect of duty, may get into the 
dark; be left to commit great in- 
iquity, and live too much like the 
world: and thy even after ther 
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gion. By uniting with the church 
of Christ, christians discharge a 
duty; and, by doing this, they 
put themselves in the way to re- 
ceive help, from their brethren, 
in ae christian course. They 
may also, while in the way of du- 
ty, enjoy more comfort and sup- 
port from their beloved Savior, 
than they could have reason to 
expect, while they neglected, to 
profess him before men, and to 
put themselves under the guardian 
care ofthe church. Yet it is be- 
lieved that “the new-born chris- 
tian” will enjoy the presence of 
Gop, and take delight in the 
things of religion, even should he 
not, the first opportunity, after he 
had obtained satisfactory evidence 
of a change of heart, become a 
visible member of Christ’s church. 

By the foregoing remarks, the 
writer would not be understood, 
as endeavoring to give encour- 
agement to young christians to 
think that itisa matter of little 
or no consequence, to profess their 
faith in Christ and to unite with 
his visible church ; but his object 
is to prevent hasty professions, be- 
fore persons have time for ‘suita- 
ble examination and trial, to see 
whether their apparent religion 
is a delusion or a reality. 

Were it necessary, instances 
might be adduced, in which 
hasty profession has been attend- 
ed with very unhappy cunsequen- 
ces: consequences derogatory to 
the honor of religion, and destruc. 
tive of the peace and prosperity of 
in — 

‘The foundation of Gop 
sandeth sure, having this seal, 

The Lord knoweth them that are 
his. And, Let every one that 
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nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity.” R. E. 


ANECDOTE. 
THE MINISTERS PRAYER-BOOK, 


A Clergyman of an independ- 
ant congregation, after many 
years labor among his people, 
was supposed, by some of his 
members, very much to décline in 
his vivacity and usefulness ; ac- 
cordingly two of the deacons 
waited upon him, and exhibited 
their complaints. The ministet 
received them with much affec- 
tion, and assured them.that he 
was equally sensible of his langour 
and little success, and that the 
cause had given him very great 
uneasiness. The deacons wished, 
that if the minister was sufficient- 
ly free, he would name what he 
thought was the cause. Without 
hesitation the minister replied, 
The loss of my Prayer-Book. Yow 
prayer-book said the senior dea- 
con with surprise, I never knew 
you used one! Yes, replied the 
minister, [ have enjoyed the bene- 
fit of one for many years till ver, 
lately, and [attribute my ill suc 
cess to the loss. of it. ‘The prayet 
of my people continued the min 
ister was my prayer-book ; and it 
has given me great grief that they 
have laid it aside, "Now; breth- 
ren, if you will return to my peo- 
ple,and procure me the use © 
my prayer-book again, I doul 
not but that I shali preach muc! 
better, and you will hear more 
profitably vy. The deacons, con 
scious of their neglect, aussie 
th e minister ior his we roof, and 
wished him good moruing. 
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| RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. i 
D2 : 
VERMONT. ! 
| EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 
At a meeting of the General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian 


Ministers in the State of Vermont, holden at Vergennes, on the second Tuesday 
; in Sept. A. D. 1811; Present, 


; Rey. Messrs. From 
i 
John Willard, i Coos Association 

Asa Carpenter, 
Asa Burton, D. D- O 

2 an > 

Bancroft Fowler, age 
— Cnester Wright, Royalton 

Urbane Hitchcock, : Windham 

John Lawton, 
| Hieman sal, 
Rut 

| : Holland Weeks, land 


Increase Graves, 


Josiah Hopkins, Addison 


arr 


John Truair, 


JC Narthwestern 
Simeon Parmele, e stern 


2 

5 | 

2 From the General Assembly of the Pres: 
5 byterian Church in the United States, 


From the General Association of Con- 


‘Thomas Picton, 


Zebulon Ely, 


necticut. 
Jonathan Allen, From the General Association of Mas- 
Elijah Brainard, sachusetts, Proper. 
Abijah Wines, 2 From the General Associ«tion of New- 
Levi Lankton, § hampshire. 
Thomas A. Merrill, Register of the Convention, and 
John Hough, Minister of the town. 


The Rev. Holland Weeks was cho- adjourned till tomérrow morning 7 
gen Scribe; the Rev. Dr. Burton Mod- _o’clock ; Closed with prayer by Mr, Ely. 
erator, and the Rev. Chester Wright In the evening a sermon was preach- 
assistant Scribe. ed by the Rev. Thomas Picton, from 2. 

The Convention was opened with Peter ii. 11. 
prayer by the Moderator. After the 
Sertificates of delegation were read, Wednesday Sept.11. The Conven- 
the Rev. Messrs. Heman Ball, Thomas _ tion met agreeably to adjournment, aud 
A. Merrill and Zebulon Ely, were ap- opened with prayer by Mr. Allen. 


Pointed acommittee of Overtures. The Rev. Messrs. Gershom ©. Ly- 
The Convention received the report manof Marlborough, Bancroft Fowier 
of the Committee ef Overtures; and of YWodsor, Neonard Worrester of i 
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Peacham, Mariin Tullay of Royalton, 
John Griswold of Pawlat, Jédediah 
Bushnell of Cornwall, Publius Y. 
Booge of Georgia, and John Willard of 
Lunenburgh were appointed a cammit- 
tee of Credentials. 

Voted, that the Conveniion enter in- 
to tree conversation respecting the 


state of religion within their limits, 
immediately after the sermon, at 2 
o'clock, P.M. 

Received and accepted the following 
Report of the Fditois of the Adviseg, 
presented by the publishing Commits 
wee. 


‘To the General Convention the Editors of the Adviser make the following 
REPORT. 


abont 


Amount ofbalances on debts due from Agents and other persons & 2340,23* 
at 5 





The bills for transportation, which have alveady been presented, 
together with the other charges of every de scription, W hich have 245,25 
vet accrued exceed the actual-receipts of monies, by 


turned may amount to 


The unsold Advisers charged to the Agents, but liable to be a 50.00 


‘The gratis numbers now charged, for which eredit will be given, 2 
on settling with persons, who have become responsible, may “6 70,00 


mount to 


Debisdue for transportation ificases where bills have not yet 


been presented, say 


o 


Profits of the Adviser, .1 
most of which will probably be 


Likewise in the hands of the General 


mcuats, more than " 


™ 





» two years anda hali, bemg in debts, 1850.99 
e ultimately collected, about sae 


Agent 950 vols. and sup- 
posed to be in the hands pf Agents SO vols. ofthe Adviser, worth, 
vt first cost, for the missfnary society to distribute in new settle- 


150,06 





S 200,00 


therefore aprears, that, with the exceptionof bad debts, the oe of the Ac 
viser, though sold cheap and subjected to great expense for transportation, mia” 
be fairly e ‘stimated attwo thousand dollars. 


June 30, 1811. 


> 


Received and accepted the report of 
the Delegates to the Generai Associa- 
tions of Connecticut and Massachu- 

setts Proper. 

Voted. to appoint a committee of five 
weenie: -s to take minutes from the nar- 
ratives, Which shall be given of the 
state ofreligion. Rev. Messrs. Mer- 
rill, Hough, Picton, Wines and Ely 
were chosen. 

Voted, that the Associa\ ional Reports 
be received. They were accordingly 
received, read and accepted. 

leted, that the Re wos of the deve- 


In behaif of the Editors, 


Tuomas A. MerriLi,2 Publishing 
Joun Hoven, 


Cominittec.”’ 


ral Associations, in fature bear the ds 
of June first. 
Voted, that the Associations be re 


quested to take effectual eeliy for 


renderin g their future Reports com 
plet e. 

The Rev. Sylvester Sage of W ind 
ham Association, the Rev. Nathan 
Waldo of Royalton Association, “the 


Rev. James Woodward of Orange As- 
sociation, the Rev. Leonard Worcester 
of Coos Association, the Rey. Elihu 


Smith of Rutland Association, the Re 


Jedediah Bushnell of Addison Associ- 





* since the date of tus Report 3uU dollars of this sum have been receis« 
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ttion and the Rev. 
‘he Northwestern Association, were 
appoint ed Receivers for the Convention 
(ur the year ensuing. 
* The Rey. John Lawton of Windham 


Msociation, the Rev. Dr, Burton of 
Mrance Association, the R€v.-Asa Car- 
= 3 


mentcr of Coos Association, the Rev. 
Chester Wrightof Royalton Association, 
he Rev. Hemun Bailof Ruthyad Associ- 
stion, the Rey. Josiah Hopkins of Addi- 
son Associa tion and the Rev. Simeon 
Parmele of the Northwestern Assccia- 
‘ien, W eve chosen a eormmittee to 

@@Pt2in the number of ministers within 
ihe State, boil scttled and unsettled, 


as- 


ihe state 

and also ihe numberof candidates, and 
make report to 1 this Convention. 

The Rey. Messrs. Asa Burton D.D. 

1 Weeks, T *hemias A. Merrill, 


17 
Tholand 


Raneroit Fowler, John Hough, Ger- 
shom C. Pe Wenry Davis, D. D, 
Ch ster Wri 1S ht, La rel Has skel, Leon- 
ara Woreester ivester Sage and John 


eh, were chosen Edit thes aff the Ad- 
viser for he year ensuing. 
uted, that if any person appointed 
en Editor, shall fail to firnish the pub- 
lishing ¢ Sminitice with one original 
piece for the Adviser, within three 
voniths iat cr his appointment, and an- 


other such piece, within nine months 
afies iis anpol atm ent, in cither ease, he 
halt bee mnsic lered as having resigned, 


and the publishing committee shall 
procecd tonotify his substitute. 
Voted, to «djourn till immediately 
‘ter the sialitie exercises, at 20’clock 
, Ni: 
Atiended public worship at 2 o’clock 
P Mi. ‘he Conventional Sermon was 
reacl sh I by the Rey. Chester Wright 
om dolm xxi. 17, “Feed my sheep.” 
ny red into free conversation res- 
ting = this state of the Churches with- 
in the hodinds of the Convention, and 
nened also the communications of the 
igates from foreign bodies. 
Voted, toadjourn till tomorrow morn- 
og, six o’clock. Closed with prayer 
by Mr. Lankton. 
Atiended public worship in the eve- 
‘ibe Rev. Jonathan Allen preach- 
xin. 12. 


nine. 

a>) 
;dtrom Acts 
Sept.12:h. Met accord- 
and opened with 


atottee 
ing toadjournment, 

Mr. \W Har lL. 

‘The report oi the 


pea" i oy by 
Rev. Bancroft 
Yowler’s delegat 


the General As- 


1012 tO 





General Convention. 


Asaph Morgan of 


sembly at Philadelphia was read and 
accepted. 

The te pont of the Rev. Thomas <A. 
Merril?s delegation to the General As- 
sociation of New hampshire, was read 
and accepted. 

Exiract from the Report. 

“According to appointment, Tatte = 
ed the last meeting of the General A F 
sociation of New-Hampshire and ste 
ubly to your direction proposed that 
we connection, which they had con- 

inplated to form with this Conven- 
tion should be completed. ‘he result 
wilibest appear by the following ex- 
tract from their minutes. 

‘Whereas the General Association 
of New-Hampshire at their last meet- 
ing voted to propose 4 union with the 
General Convention of Congregations 
minisiers in Vermont; ‘and wheréas 
said Convention have manifested aread- 
iness to comply with such propesals 
and appointed the Rey. ‘Thomas A. 
Merrill a delegate to comp? ete the 
contemplaied union: therefoie 

Voted, that the union be consummat- 
ed upon the followiny principles viz. 

1. The General Associaiion of New- 
Hampshire. apprehending that the 
principles of the General Convention of 
Vermont are essential.y the same wich 
those on which this General Associa- 
tion is formed do agree that the said 
bodies shall annwally appoint each one 
or two delegates to the other. 

4. The delegates shall be admitted 
ineach body to the same right of sit- 
ting, debating and voting with their 
own members respectively 

It shall be understood that ihe ay - 
ticles f agreement and cennection be- 
tween the two bodies may be at any 
time waried by their mutual consent.” 


Voted, thatone hundred dollars be 
raised for the purpose of defraying the 
current expenses of the Convention; 
and that acommittce consisting of one 
member from each Association, be ap- 
pointed to determine the sum cach As- 
sociation shall, pay in such manner as 
the respective Associations shall see fit 

Chose the Rev. Messrs. Fowler, Law- 
ton, Carpenter, Truair, Graves, Ball 
and Wright to constitute the commit- 
tee accordingly 

Voted, that this Convention mec 
next year at the house of the Rev. Sy}- 
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sccond Tuesday in September at 3 
o’ciock, P. M. and that the Conven- 
tional sermon be preached at the open- 
ing of the session. 

Voted, thatthe Rev. Messrs. Heman 
Ball, Thomas A. Merrill and John 
Hough be aCommittee toselect matter 
from the minutes for publication, to su- 
perintend the printing of the same, and 
that the expense be defrayed out of a- 
ny monies in the treasurv. 

Whereas Benjamin ‘l'rumbull, D. D. 
has communicated to this Convention 
his design to write “The history of the 
American Churches of every denemina- 
tion of Christians within the United 
States of America ; noticing the place 
and period of their first appearance, the 
time of their immigration into Ameri- 
ca, the place of their settlement in this 
country, their peculiar doctrines and 
discipline, with their modes of wor- 
ship,” that he has already made ¢omn® 
siderable progress in the execution of 
tne work and has requested the assist- 
ance of this Convention in procuring 
materials for the completion ef it: 

Therefore Voted, that this .Conven- 
tion highly approving of Dr. Frum- 
bull’s design and desirous of affording 
him all the assistance in their power do 
appeint the Rev. Messrs. Timothy 
Fieid, Asa Burton D. BD. Thomas A. 
Merrill, John Fitch, Publius V. Booge, 
Heman Ball and Elijah sLymman a Com- 
mittee to collect and transmit-to Dr 
Trumbull such information as will aid 
his design respecting the churehes 
within the limits of the associations to 
which they respectively belong. 

Voted, to adjourn till after the meet- 
ing of the Missionary Society. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

Agreeably to an overture frem the 
Gencial Assembly and other foreign 
bodies, the Convention chose the Rev. 
Br. Burton, Charles Marsh Esq. Rév. 
Momen Ball, Rev, John Fitch, Rev. 
tiolland Weeks and Col. Ozias Buell a 
committce to cooperate with their res- 
pective committees in devising meas- 
rcs Which may have influence in pre- 
venting some of the numerous and 
threatening mischiefs that are experi- 
enced throughout our Country, from 
the excessive and intemperate use of 
spirituous liguors., 

Voted, that the thanks of this con- 
vention be given to the general Assem- 
ely ot the Presbyterian Church, to the 
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ceneral Association of Connecticut, and 
io the General Association of Newhamp- 
shire for their kindness and respect, in 
presenting copies of their printed ex- 
tracts. 

Chose the Rey. Gershom C. Lyman, 
Delegate to the Gereral Assembly ofthe 
Presbyterian Church to be holden at 
Philadelphia on the 3d ‘Thursday in 
May next atil o’clock A. M. and the 
Rev. Jolin Fiteh his Substitute : 

The Rev. Holland Weexs Delegate 
tothe General Association of Connect- 
icut, to attend their next session at 
Sharon on the 3d Tuesday of June next, 
at 11 o’elock A. M. and the Rev. Jolin 
Willard his Substitute : 

The Rey. John Willard and the Rev. 
Asa Burton D.D. to attend the next 
session of the General Association of 
Massachusetts to be holden at West- 
fiekl on the fourth Tuesday of June 
1812; and the Rev. Sylvester Sage and 
the Rev. Elisha D. Andrews, their sub- 
stitutes: 

The Rey. Joel Davis and the Rev. 
Walter Chapin to attend the next ses. 
sion of the General Association of New- 
hampshire to be holden at Dunbarton 
on the third Tuesday of September, at 
1lo’clock A. M. and the Rev. Luther 
P. Blodget and the Rev. Bancroft Fow- 
fer their-substitutes. 

The committee appeinted to settle 
with the Treasurer Reported that the 
accounts are correctly stated and well 
vouched, that there remains nothing in 
the Treasury, and that the delinquent 
Associations are Rutland and Royalton. 

The committee appointed to appor- 
tion the sum voted te be raised for de- 
fraying the expences of the Convention 
reported that they had apportioned 
said sum in the following munncr. 

Yoos Associaton $ 12,90, Orange 
$9,090, Windham $10.00, Rutland 
$ 25,60, Royalton 17,00, Addison 
& 19,00, and Franklin § 8,00, which re- 
port was accepted. 

The following letter fromthe Trus- 
tees of a, contemplated Theologicai 
Seminary was laid before the Conven- 
tion. 

“ Thetford, Sur. 12. 1811. 
Rev. Gentlemen, 
We wish to address you on & 
subject very interesting and impor- 
tant. 
Deacon Foerd of Pierment, N. EF 


has 2 son, WhO a few verre simiee Went 
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to Scotlamb io obtaii an education, 
wpatis, for the ministry, at en institu- 
rion estabhishcd for that purpose. 
‘f Thati institution failed, and de removed 

— of a similar nature in the north 
Jf Englayl where he stilb eesides. He 
has written several leeters to his 
fricnds, infermingthem that #f an in- 
stitution of the same kind were estab- 
lished in New-Engiard, he would cb- 
sain donations for it im money and books 
to a considcrable amount in England 
and Scotland. 

In consequence of this information, 
(he ministers with delegatcs, from the 
churches im the Orange ard Northern 
associations, convened at Piermont on 
the first Tuesday cf August past, for 
the purpose oferceting a Literary In- 
stitution, to educate pious young men 
of promising abilities for the ministry, 
who are unable to defray the ¢xpense 
of their own edueation. When met, 
Charles Marsh Esq. was chosen mode- 
rator, and Mr. David Smith of Bath, 
ecribe. ‘The convention proceeded to 
take the object of their meeting into 
consideration. 

The convention resolved that estab- 
lishing an institution for educating 
pious and promising young men for 
the gospel ministry gratis, was.a desir- 
able and practicable object, .They pas- 
sed several other resolutions, One was, 
to have twelve Trustees, not less than 
four, nor more than eights of whom 
should be ordained ministers of the 
gospel, to attend to ail the coneerns of 
the institution. Five of the twelve 
were then chosen, viz. Asa Burton, 
Vavid Southerland, Stephen Fuller, 
Charles Marsh, and Joseph Foerd. 
‘fhe otherseven to be chosen by the 
convention at some future meeting. 
‘the Trustees chesen, were directed, 
without delay, to solicit donations and 

attend to other things interesting to 
the mstitution, as prudence should di- 
rect. The convention after they had 
chosen a committee to form a constitu- 
tron for the institution, which they re- 
solved should be called the New- 
‘iamps] ure and Vermont theological 
Seminary,—adjourned to —— it Nor- 
wich on the 3d We dnesday f Ocichcr 


next, at 12 o'clock ai the house of Eli- 
sha Burton Es. 
The Trustees metat Thetford. and 


we sent letters to Deacen Foerd’s son 
i# England, vequcsting him to cbtain 
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as large denaticnsas possible, to pro- 
inote the present object. 

We would here observe, that this 
Seminary does not interfere with the 
interests of any other Hterary instte- 
tion in New-Engiand. Colleges edu- 
cate only those wie are able to support 
themselves. This is designed for these 
who are unabic to def:ay the expen- 
ces of an education. Andover Col- 
lege prepare none for the ministry, 
generally but those who have received 
a liberal education. ‘This is designed 
for those who have as yet had amly a 
commen school cducation. a 

We wish, Rev. gentlemen, if vou 2 
prove ofthe object presenicd to your 
view, you would patronize it, end ure 
your influence in such manner as you 
think pr oper, Inplomoting its success 
and prosperity. 

When you icflect how few from our 
@elkecs cnter on the work of the 
ministry, what a.demand there is foi 
pious and faithful ministers to supply 
the numerous vacancies in our lund, 
and @ar missionary Socicties with able 
missionaries, not only to be employed 
in oF country but among the heathen 
indifferent parts of the world ; when 
you eonsider, there are many pious 
young men of promisng «bilities, in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, who are 
poor, unable t6 educate themselves, 
who at the same time, if educated, 
would make very useful men, we doubt 
not but you will do all you can to pro- 
mote the object before us. 

If the Trustees had moncy sufficient 
they are now ready to apply it to the 
education of young men of the above 
description immediately. We wish 
to have you, if you think proper, en 
course donations in your towns and 
churches. 

By order of the Trustees 
DanieEk SouTHNERLAND, Secretary.” 

In reply to the communication fiom 
the trustecs of the conicmplated Thec- 
logical seminary contained in the let- 
ter from Thetford ; 

Voted, that this Convention consider 
the education of young men for the min 
istry an object highly worthy of atten. 
tion. They reccommend to the true 
to take no Cecisive incasures previous 
to the next meeting cf the me al 
Convention, to which time a furthe> 
consideration of the subtect is poe’ 
pote oO 
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Voted, that this vote be communica- 
ted, ‘ the Scribe to the Trustees of 
the conte mplated Seminary. 

The Committee appomnied to ascer- 
tain the number of ministers in the 
State, reported that there are, in our 
connection, seventy four settied minis- 
ters, ereht unsettled mimisicrs and 
eight candidates. Names of unset- 
pe ministers and candidates. Un- 

led ministevrs—Aaron Crosby, Azel 
Ww ‘ashburn, Davi id H.Whlliston, Jona- 

Kmmne, Jose} . A. Marshall, John 
Rand, Silas L. Bingham and Sylvan- 
us Chapm. Cun didates—Chr istopher 
S. Lawion, Qliver Plimpton, Austin 
itazen, Samuel R. Hall, Oliver Hul- 
hurd, Ebenezer P. Sperry, Richard Ran- 

', Asahel Stone. 

The Committeé appointedto draft 


representationrespecting the state of 


reiision made the foliowing report, 
which was accepied. 


“ The Committce, appointed to take 
minutes from the statements of the 
members and to present to the General 
Conventiona regular and succinct ac- 
count of the state-of religion within its 
bounds and those of the several bodies, 
here represented, submit the following 


REPORY?. 


It becomes us to bow #1 submission 
t2 the sovereign pleasure and the right- 
eous allotments of him, whose king- 
dom ruleth over all. But it is no less 
onc duty to mourn under the frowns 
of heaven, and to welcome with the 
highest gratitude and joy distinguish- 
ed tokens of the goodness of God and 
peculiar manifestations of divine mercy 

aru grace. Your Committee consider 
ike signal prosperity, which the cause 
of C shrist has enjoyed in several places 
it eae ate, during the past year, as 
serving to be hailed with the liveli- 
est emotions of thankfulnessand pleas- 
ure. It is not, indeed, in their power 
toannounce any revivals of equal ex- 
tent with some, which have tormerly 
been witnessed. But we are still fa- 
vored with proofs, that God has not 
for eotten Se be gracious. Many Con- 

gregations have been pagangs v bina. 


of the Peas hn gt a number + ‘the 
ehurches there have been considerable 
zccessions of members. In about 
twelve of our churches, which have 
aeo Cius blessed, there have been im 
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each from thirty te sixty added to their 
communion. Most of the churches, 
which have thus been favored with the 
divine smiles are situated in Royalton 
association and in the north-castern 
part of the state. To many other 
churches smaller additions, than those, 
which hav@ been mentioned, have been 
matte, and our churches gene rally are 

radually increasing in number. The y 
are also, your committee have had ihe 
happiness to learn, with scarecly an 
exception united in the faith and waik- 
ing in the order oft he Gospel, and en- 
Jy ing harmony and peace. Itis with 

cep regret, that they find that in many 
‘ laces the most eross and dangerous 
cirors in sentime a and the wildest 
disorders in practice have prevailed, 
and in some instances are sull gaining 
ground. In various parts of the state 
great iukewarmness in the churches 
anal de plorable insensibiiity in the con- 
prey sations are apparent. In many 
quarters irreligion and different spe- 
cies of vice to a lamentable extent «re 
found and call loudly upon the votarics 
of religion and benevoience for fervent 
prayers and strenuous endeavors to 
counteract these fatal evils. 

From the Presbyterian church, we 
learn, thatalthough no extensive revi- 
vals have recently oceurred within its 
bounds, still churches and ministers 
are in general walking in harmony and 
love, and that the cause of evang clical 
truth and vital godliness is gredually 
gaining ground and numbering many 
among its adherents. 

From the General Associations of 
Connecticut Massachusetts and New- 
Hampshire, the intelligence is of a sina- 
ilar character with that, which we have 
recieved from other quarters. ‘I'hcre 
have been few distinguished displavs of 
divine grace within the limits of ‘these 
several bodies. But the ministers con- 
nected with them are harmonious in 
opinion and their churches walking i: 
the fear of the Lord and in the comiort 
of the Holy Ghost are gradually miul- 

tiphed. 

‘On the whole your commitice on 
free in declaring it their opinion, tha 
although but few illustrious displays, 
of divinepower, few signal triumypis uF 
divine grace have bee ‘n Witness d, the 
past year, yet the dealings of God with 
luis charches have been such as nay 
well confirm the faith and enliven the 
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hopes of the pious in the promise, that 
the gates ef hell shall never prevail a- 
gainst her; and such as justly claim 
fervent gratitude and exalted praise. 
Let confidence in the faithfulness of 
God animate the prayers and invigo- 
rate the efforts of ministers and chris- 
tians, knowing that their labor shall 
hot be in vaininthe Lord. For Zion’s 
sake let them not be silent and for Je- 
rusalem’s sake let them not rest, till 
the spread of religion be universal, till 
he, who has gone forth conquering and 
to conquer, shall have subdued every 
enemy and the shout of triumph shall be 
uttered, ©The kingdoms ofthis world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ: and he shall reign 
forever.” 

After a prayer by Mr. Weeks ad- 
journed, sine die. 

HOLLAND WEEKS, Scribe. 

CHESTER WRIGHT, Assist. Scribe. 





WRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCI- 
ETY. 

ON Wednesday, the Ist inst. the 
British and Foreign Bible Society held 
their seventh enniversary at the Free- 
masons’ Tavern, Queen Street, Lin- 
eoln’s-Inn Fields. The Report was 
read, as usual, by Lord Teignmouth, 
the president; and the thanks to his 
Lordship were moved in avery impres- 
sive address by the Bishop of Durham. 
The facts detailed in the Report, and 
in the Extracts of Correspondence with 
which it was followed, were peculiarly 
interesting and satisfactory ; 4nd evin- 
eed the successful operation of the so- 
ciety in the pursuit of its object overa 

arge portion of the world. It appear- 
ed, that besides the three great socie- 
ties to which this institutionhas given 
birth, on the European continent, and 
the Corresponding Committee in Brit- 
ish India, at has been instrumental in 
producing, by its example or encour- 
agement, sixteen similar societies in 
the United States of America. It ap- 
peared, also, that the society had made 
eonsiderable progress in the course of 
the last year, in augmenting both its 
influence and its funds; not less than 
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Great Britian, among which is compre- 
hended one in the important town of 
Liverpool, having been added to its list 
within that period. Further particu- 
lars will be given when the Report it 
self appears. 

The attendance at this anniversary 
was very numerous, and highly res- 
pettable. Among the principal per- 
sons present, many of whom tock a 
share in the busines of the day, were, 
besides the President, the Bishops of 
Durham, Salisbury, Norwich, Cloyne, 
and Clonfert; Lords Gambier, Head- 
ley, and Harrowby; Messrs. Wilber- 
force, Grant, H. Thornton, Babington, 
Vannsittart, Porcher, &c.; and it was 
truly gratifying to witness an assembly, 
consisting of at lcast eighteen hundred 
persons of different ranks, and of al- 
most every Christian denomination, 
evineing the greatest harmony, and the 
mest lively interest in the truly be- 
nevolent purpose of sending forth the 
Holy Scriptures without note or com- 
ment—* to every nation, and Kindred, 
and tongue and people.” 

The Committee of this society have 
established the folowing general prin- 
ciples for supplying auxiliary socic- 
ties with Bibles and Testaments. 

1. That the committees of auxiliary 
societies shall be entitled to receive, 
gratuitously, if their local necessitics 
shall require sucha supply, Bibles ani 
Testaments, estimated at PRIME cost, 
to the amount of half the entire sum re- 

nitted by them to the parent 
tion. 

2. That the members of auxiliary so- 
cieties, whose subscriptions amount to 
one guinea or upwards annually, or te 
ten guineas or upwards at one time. 
may purchase Bibles and Testaments 
atthe REDUCED PRICES, in propor- 
tion to the share of its aggregate funds 
remitted to the parent institution. 

5. That an adequate quantity of Bi- 
bles and ‘Testaments shall be for- 
warded, as required, to their respect- 
ive depositories ; the same tobe ac- 
counted for half yearly. 

4. That the committees of auxiliary 
societies shall have the further privi 
lege of purchasing to any amount, a! 


PRIME COST 


* 
nN 


+t 
afi Dlitu~ 


Ch. Ob. May, 14 





































cnr rein r 
8 SPARS SST 2 aS 


KNetracts from the minutes of 
the meeting of the American 
Board of Commisstoners for 
Foreign Missions. 


PURSUANT to the Constitution of 
the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, the following 
members of that Board convened in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, Sept. 18, 
1811; viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, 
Esq. Rev. Samuel Spring, D. D. Gen. 
Jedediah Huntington, Rey. Joseph Ly- 
man, D. D. Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D. 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, and Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin. 

The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by the Vice President. 

Certificates of appointment for the 
ensuing year were exhibited. 

Minutes of the last session were 
read. 

The Hon. John Treadwell, was elect- 
ed President of the Board ; The Rey. 
Dr. Spring, Vice President ; 

William Bartlet, Esq. Rey. Dr. 
Spring and Rev. Samuel Worcester, 
Prudential Committee; Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, Recording Secretury; Rev. 
Samuel Worcester, Corresponding Sec- 
a ; Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Trreasur- 

r,and Mr. Joshua Goodale, uditor. 

The Prudential Committee present- 
ed their report, a partof which follows 

Agreeably to the direction of the 
Board, the doings of their meeting at 
Farmington, together with thei ad- 
dress to the pubiic and the form of sub- 
cription for promoting the object of 
their institution, were printed without 
delay, and exiensively circulated. 
Though a disposition fi avorable to the 
great object was very soon discovered 
on the part of charitable individuals, 
yet the Committee perceived, that con- 
siderable time must elapse, before they 
could be in possession of funds adequate 
to the supportof a mission Sens oe 
ising scale, inany part of the heathen 
world. Four young brethren, however, 
viz. Messrs. ‘Adoniram Judson, jun. 
Samuel Nott, jun. Samuel 1 Newell, and 
Gordon Hall, — “Id themselves in read- 
iness for the service, and only waited to 
be sent where Providence 

rect. Under these subcohort that 
2S little time a3 possible might be lost, 
and with aview to the missionary in- 
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consultation on the subject, judged if 
advisable to send one of the four breth 
ren to England to confer with the Di- 
rictors of the London Missionary Soci 
ety. Mr. Judson was designated for 
this purpose, but as a precautionary 
and preparatory measure, it was though: 
proper, that the four missionary breth. 
ren should all be exarained by the 
Committee relative to their qualifica 
tions for the service, to which they 
held themselves devoted. According. 
ly they attended a sessionof the Com. 
mittee, and were examined and approv- 
ed. Inthe mean time arrangements 
were made for Mr. Judson’s special 
mission to England; and he was fitted 
away with all convenient dispatch. 
Agreeably to his instructions Mr. 
Judson sailed in the ship Packet of 
Boston, about the first of January. On 
her passage out, the Packet was cap 
tured by a French privateer. Mr. Jud- 
son was taken out and carried first to 
Passage in Spain, and thence to Bayonne 
in France, where he was cast into 
close prison. By the favor ot Provi 
dence, however, he soon obtained a re. 
lease from his confinement; but it wae 
so long before he could obtain permis- 
sion to depart from France for Eng. 
land, that he did not arrive in- Londoi: 
until May, just in season to be present 
at the annual meeting of the Londs: 
Missionary Society. He staid in Eng- 
land about six weeks, had repeated 
conferences with the Directors and the 
Secretary of the London Society, and 
returned to this couAtry in Augus’ 
His reception by the Dire¢tors, and the 
result of conferences with them, wil! 
appear in part by the official lette: 
which he brought with him from their 
Secretary to the corresponding Secre- 
tary ofthis Board, which it may bo 
proper to introduce in this place.” 


It now rests with this Board to de- 
termine, whether it willbe expedient 
to resign the four missionary brethren, 
or any of them, to the London Direct- 
ors ; ‘and in that case what aid, if any 

t will be pi “oper to give tow ards fitting 
Sink out for the mission and support- 
ing them init; or whether it will be 
better to retain the young gentlemen 
under the direction of this Board, and 
trust, under Providence, in the liberal- 
ity of the Cliristian public in this coun- 
iry forthe nicans of supporting them. 








iBll. 


Itis the opimon of the Committee, 
which they beg leave respectfully to 
submit, that the latier is to be prefer- 
red. | . 
(Ta be continued.) 
e 
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» 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE RELIGIOUS 
EVIVALS IN PITTSFORD. 


( Continued from p. 317 of this volume.) 


Tue third revival commenced in 
March, A. D. 1808. Previous to this 
time, indeed, a number of the |\Chris- 
tian brethren had an impression, that 
such an event was about te take place. 
In consequence, probably, of an unusu- 
al solemnity, which was observable at 
a lecture, the 22d of March, the same 
impression became more sensible and 
extensive. It was mentioned with acon- 
siderable degree of animation and con- 
fidence. 

With some disorderly members, the 
church had been att tempting to sup- 
port the discipline, which is prescrib- 
ed in the 18th of Matthew. There 
were two recent instances of excommu- 
nication. Without the least apparent 
probability of success, the trial of an of- 
fending brother was still pending, 
Thechurch were prayerfully resolved, 
to make the word of God, not a fearful 
apprehension of consequences, the rule 
of their duty; and; with the great 
Shepherd of Israel, to leave the event. 

At ther conference,March 29th, 
with the view of making a public pro- 
fession of religion, a man, in the even- 
ing of life, presented himself,and as we 
trust, “ gave the reason of the hope 
that was in him, with meekness and 
fear.” At the same meeting, a delin- 
quent brother, with many tears, con- 
fessed his sins; he acknowledged, par- 
ticularly, his neglect of duty ; desired 
forgiveness, and solemnly promised 
that, in future, by divine grace, he 
would fulfil his cov nee with God and 
his brethren, by walking with the 
church. ‘The sonaale was deeply af- 
fected. Foras it then appeared, this 
our “ brother,” who had been ‘“ dead,” 
was “ alive again ;” and though “lost,” 
he was“ found.” All scemed to be 
sensible, that there wasa clear and 
beautiful manifestation of the Divine 
Presence. With 
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we “thanked Cod, and took: 
None e xpressed the idea, the 
the beginning of a r 
though the impression, that there 
would be one, was still increased ; and 
it was obvious, that the divine deciara- 
tion was strikingly verified, “Iw ir 
for this be enquired of by the house of 
Trac], to do it for them”? Animated 
Withethe hope, w hich arose in the view 
of existing circumstances, foreboding 
the anticipated event, there was a pow- 
erful stimulous to fervency at the throne 
of Grace. This again augmented the 
impression, and rendered the pleasing 
anticipation, in the minds of many, a 
realizing belief of the future, eventful 
reality. 

The next week, April 4th, in com- 
pliance with the request ofa mother in 
Israel, whofor a long time, by painful 
sickness, had been confined upen the 
bed of death, the church, at the house 
of her residence, attended a lecture, 
and the sacramental supper. In her 
extraordinary circumstances, it was 
deemed expedient, that her desire 
should be granted. In the time ofthe 
lecture, it could scarcely be said, that 
there was ananpearance of any thing 
special. God had reserved a manife .st- 
ation ofhis gracious and resisiless a- 
gency, until the people had received 
the benediction. Previous to the com- 
munion, & professor, who had been 
guilty of short- comings in duty, arose ; 
and, in an — ‘essive Manny ~ cknowl- 
edged his ansSTessici ie stated, 
that he icf. home with. ee detert 
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courage.” 
it this was 
Li giou $ ~rev ival, 


tion, to make his confes: a before he 
communicated with the brethren, atthe 
table af the Lord. Af.cr him, foilowed 
his consort, a sister in the cli rch, and 
made her nikhintiadeii ent, _beeging 


the iorgivencss of Gail, a and of his peo- 
ple, promisi ng to amend her ways, he 
future, by div ine assistance ; anclall 

ing, that she came to the meetin papacy’ 
a resolution thus to unburthen her 


mind, and obey the dictates of her ¢cn- 
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hat he came to 
the ie cture with the same determina 
tion; and,acco:dingly, made his ccon- 
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iession. Nextaiter him, foliowed the 


brother, acainst whom a COnI plaint bad 
been jaid b: tore th e church, yt negle et 
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tieuists. It aopearcd that, when all 
hope of hisrecoverv. by human means, 
had been obliicrated from the church, 
God had been pleased, im an extraor- 
ipary Mi wad fo catlup his attention ; 
that he had been irresistabiv convicted, 
su) d cveatly a reese gy the view of 
his conduct; that he had hopefully ob- 
tal ie d co nNsoia t} ron, an i bec ome resolv- 
ed to fulfil his 6o-emn vows ; that these 
things had transpired, within the 
course of a few days; and, that 4e also 
had come iothe rmceting with a deter- 
mination to mee his confssion, ond 
to make it sti!i more publiciy, the ne 
Lord's dav, 
accordingly contessed, in a manuer, 
which was accompanied With 4 surpri- 
sing cifect upon all who were prese 
With affecting solemnity, the  o7rdi- 
nance ot the sacramenial supper was 
then attended. All seemed to realize, 
that the great Head of the church, in 
very decd, was present. “ Betore whose 
eves Jesus Christ was evidently set 
forth, crucified among us 3 * The day 
of Pentecost was fully come.” The 
communicants were “all with one ac- 


the house of God ie 


cord in one place.” As it seemed, 
“they were all filled with the Hol) 
Ghost.” After the communion, sever- 
al non-professors Te i ited “what the 
Lord,” within a few davs, “had ,done 
for their souls.” The se likewise came 
with the intention to confess their sins. 
Asthere had been no previous, paleo 
tition among the confessors; as they 
rid not seen each other tohave an un- 
dwstanding on the subject, the places 
oy! their reside nce bel Ine, in some in< 
stances, not less than eight miles a- 
part; andas it was not anteccdently 
k WOW iy that there 1 was arevi' al of reli- 
gionin the place, we could not but 
P iceive, mM so remaikapie a c inCi- 
dence ofc rcumstances, an aifectingev- 
ifence of the agency of Ged. Every 
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mencement of the wonderful wok. 
God wisely directed all the circum. 
stances in away which was calculated 
tosecure the honor to himself, that 
no flesh might glory in his presence ‘/ 
and “that, according as it is written, 
He that glorieth, might glory in the 
Lord.” . 
God was pleased, soon after this, in 
& copious manner, to pour out his Spir- 
it, in the southeast section of the town. 
The work then gradually spread like 
irein the woods. Sweeping all before 
it, there was scarcely a shrub or a 
siurdy oak, which did not seem to bow 
toits mighty influence. It soon ex- 
tended eastwa rd, into Chittenden ; and 
west ward, into the southern district ot 
Pittstord; after that, stili further 
west; and then north, until the whole 
town was ina light and glowing flame. 
—in the month of August, it spread in- 
to West Rutland, prostrating the lofty 
ecdars, the oaks of Bashan, the hic? 
towers, and every fenced w all; then in 
o tra and Clarendon, Middletown a: 
oultnev, Castleton and Hubbardto: 
enson East Rutland and Hempien. 
rom Pittsford into West R utland, 
was conveyed by atraim, laid in the a: 
rangements of conferences, near the 
boundary line, so as_ to stcomin dat 
the people on both sids. They wer 
brought, of course, to “ drink,” abun 
cantly, “into one Spirit,” and, by a 
yeciproc: ition of their iffections, prav- 
ers, re — visiis, and conferences, to 
assist each other as instruments, under 
God, n hetindeasinn of the common 
Cause of their blessed Redcemer. 
Whataprecious foretaste was this of 
what shall take place, in the fulfilment 
the following prediction. “Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, It shall yet 
come to pass, that there shall como 
people, and the inhabitants of many ci! 
ics. And the inhabitants of one city 
shall go to another, saving, Let us go 
speedi ity to pray befo: e re Lord, «an.{ 
to seck the Lord ofhosts will g0 t+ 
. Yea, many people weil yitotig shall 
come to scek the Lord of hosts in Jert- 
salew, and to pray before the Lord.” 
ws ‘om Pitt sford to Benson it was cor 
raunicated by the instrumentalits of 
ihose wh }came from Benson, with the 
desire of witnessing the clorious dis 
plavs of s wereign ~race. They tarried 
but a short time; yet some of them 


were hopeft ly born of the Spirit, be- 
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fore they retumed. Was. journey 
eould they have taken, With vetter 
success? How much better than to 


have pa rmed a pilgrimage to the 
tom) of th Arabian bapostor. What 


reward to those happy 
children were conduct- 
ed té'a Bethe-da tate hésted of their 
moral infirmities. Hew important to 
many in Benson, who by thér iicans, 
brought to saving re- 
an inducement, ‘both 
for parents and children, to visit such 
places as are visited by the speCtal in- 
fluences of God’s Holy Spirit. 

The progress of this revival was 


an imvalu 


parents, W hose 


were aoe rully 
pentanc W hat 


gometimes so gradual, that the minds of 


Christians were anxiously fluctuating 
between hope andfear. Once or twice 
in particular, by many it was supposed 
almost to have come toastand. For 
eur “ littl faith,” we undoubted!y de- 
served to be deeply humbled m the 
sight of God. Notwithstanding our 
eriminal unbelief, after the existence 
of such melancholy prospecis, the work 
revived, and was more effectual ivr 
along time, than it had been before. 
After revival l 


the commenced, lee- 


tures, conferences, and prayer-mee 

ings, W instituted a& oecasion re- 

quire ntil they were attended, more 
] — 


every weck, in all the sect! 
were attended with 
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of the town. They 


great punctuality, with surprising 
numbers, with perfect order, and with 
ryt . , 
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of rendering ‘he secre more impres- 
sive, more interesung, More extensive 
and sucecessfui. “Th he:vens” seem- 


ed to hav droj ped dot “yom above, 
and the skies to hve poured down 
righteousness.” © Phe earth” appear- 
ediohave “opcaed to bring forth sal- 
vation, that righteousness might spring 
upon every side.’ Whenever there 
onifestation of suchenergry and 
to the work, it was evident, 
bb] 


sam 
lite, given 
-hat “ihe Lord had erected it. 
Tie hearts of the people, were 
vKably cemented with love. We 


re- 
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had the peculiar satisinetion of sceing 
old grudges buried in oblivion; and 
“love covcring a multitude of sins.” 
is ihe sweetest affection 
the biethren in 
st, there Was universal harmony a- 
people at large. With ‘the 
had reason to say, “ Be- 
leasant it is, 
her in unity. 
‘ious ointment upon 
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> head, that ran down upon the 
be ard, even Aaron’s beard, that went 
down to the skiris of his garments. 


the dew «flicrmon, and asthe dew 
ced upen the mountains of 
Zion, for there the commanded 
essing, even life for evermare.” 
et the mind + ith 
re wide extremes of hope and of pain- 
{t:] solicitude, one of the mes* nterest- 
Ing spectacles, exhibited in ‘2 work, 
Was a multitude  & listressed souls, 
spon the ! brink of ruin, anx 
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iously inquiring, “* what they musi co 
1 } 93 ; — . 

to De saved. F 4 hen unev were arous~- 

ed from their carnal sccurity, ‘he first 


thing, which surprised then, was a 


ht oftheir sin and ilt. or the 
ify uw Lier SIN ad § alil. Or tne 
most pert: they had often heard im 
the sacred desk, and from the holw 


scriptures, the entire wickednes 3 of the 
natural heart explained and proved, 
In § or ee they speculatively beheved 
in ; fun damental, gospel doctrine. 
sat until they Were convicted, they 
had but a feeble sense of their depray - 
red and danger. Some, indeed, were 

from giving their spec culative assent 
10 5 this seri; pture decirine. But when 
they were ; awahiensl frexa 1 he dream of 
ncir sinful stupidity, they were amazed 
at the plag rue ‘of their he art. In this 

uztion, though they were prisone: 
ot hope, as they were arr at; ncd | by le 
power of God atthe bar of conscience, 
sad of stern justice ; yet, as they wel 
subjects of the keenest anguish and as 
tonishment, they were objects of tic 
tenderest pity 

Amun all ranks and ages of pcopie 
from the “child of six vears ta the gre: 
head of eighty, or whatever moral 
sentiments, manners ov habits, the work 


of conviction, Was initsnature, exact! 
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ners.” So far from being dictated by 
custom, [could never perceive, but this 
reply, whenever it was given, was dic- 
taied by a deep-felt sense of inward 
depravity. There were many instances, 


‘indeed, in which this answer was ex- 


pressed by persons, whose situation 
was such, that they could not have 
known, what others had said, in an- 
swer to the question. Yet, without 
hesitation, they acknowledged, that 
the source of their distress was their 
sin and guilt. 

The remark was frequently made 
that, in Pittsford, the idea ofits being a 
disgrace to be considered serious, had 
been, reversed. It had become a dis- 
grace to be thought otherwise. Yet, 
impelled by some powerful induce- 
ment, those who were deeply distress- 
ed with aview of their sinfulness, in- 
stead of manifesting a desire to pub- 
lish, generally took special pains to 
conceal, theiranxiety. Many cases of 
the kind, when discovered, were strik- 
ing. ‘Take, for instance, a man of mid- 
dle age, who, like many a one, subdu- 
ed by this work, had been a notorious 
universalist. With itching ears,” he 
had followed every “lo hereg and lo 
there.” But at length, finding that 
universalism was @ mere “refuge of 
lies,” his conscience, irresistibly con- 
victed, roared witha voice that would 
ve heard. With elaps of incessant 
thunder, bursting from Sinai, and per- 
petuszliy shocking him with ineffable 

it gave him no rest day. or 
Vith his carnal security, not 
oniy his sleep, but his appetite, his 
courage, his hope, his delusion, and ev- 
ery enjoyment, totally departed. h 
this wretched situation, he was “ lean 
from day to day,” and evenas a mark- 
ed victim of the king of terrors. ‘To 
avoid a disclosure of what had taken 
piace ; he was very solicitous not to be 
sven. As anevidence of this solicitude, 
a single circumstance may be stated. 
When his hay was down, and a shower 
coming up, sensible that he could not 


wiarins, it 
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nieht 
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suppress his feelings, and secrete his ° 


situation, at the hazard of losing his 
> . 4 ch.» 3 . ° ~ 
hav, he declined the offer of his neigh- 
i — ° e 5 
bor’s assistance to secure it; and, ec- 
cordingly, sustained a considerabic 
loss. 

Many, when under conviction, by ve- 
ry rash, hazardous, and crimimal meas- 


ures, attempted, in vain, to dives‘ 
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themselves of their serious impres- 
sions. Some, i¢ may be, grieved away 
the Holy Spirit, for the last time ! Oth- 
ers, more sensible, that a state of con- 
viction, however painful in itself, was 
indispensably necessary in order to 
their being regenerated, were greatly 
alarmed at every symptom of their con- 
viction’s leaving them. They chose, 
not only tohear the worst of their case, 
but also to pursue, as they supposed, 
every practicable method, by which a 
sense of their deplorable situation 
could be kept alive, augmented, and 
aggravated. : 

‘To secure the honor of the work to 
himself, God directed, that, by a varie- 
tv of means, obviously inefficacious 
and highly improbable in themselves, 
the careless and secure should be bro’t 
to possess an alarming view of their 
depravity and guilt. Even by means 
far from being calculated to produce 
the effect, he was pleased, in a number 
of instances, to shew them, to their 
amazement, that they were “ without 
Christ, being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenant of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world.” 
Often, in the most unpromising circum- 
stances, to human view, by such an in- 
cident as God had selected for the pur- 
pose, they were induced, with horror 


“aid trembling to realize, that they 


were under the tremendous curse of his 
holy law ; and that, as unbelievers, 
“ condemned already,” they were im- 
minently exposed to the unsufferab!c 
pains of the second death. By such in- 
stances, it would seem, that meredulity 
itself must be convinced, and with vic 
Magicians in Egypt, be eompclied tu 
say, ** This is the finger of God.” For 
while they were devising stratagems. 
toscreen themselves from a participa- 
tion of the sorrows and joys of those 
who were subjects of the divine influ- 
ence, some were convicted by the m- 
strumentality of their own opposition. 
There were several who were very Catl- 
tious never to put themselves in the 
wav of danger, by coming within sight 
of the work. ‘They would never, on the 
Sebbath, appear in the house of Cod. 
Much less if possible, would they at- 
tend areligious conference, or a meet. 
ing for prayer. They had resolved 
that they would have nothing to do 
with the enthusiasm and superstition, 
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As some afterwards acknowledged, 
they were “determined to serve the 
God of this world, in spirit and in 
truth;” and “entered into a covenant 
to do it22. There were alse a few kin- 
dred spirits, incarnate, who had so 

‘eat adislike to the rewaval, that, as 

yey said, “ tfit should be much, long- 
er continued, they would rather be in 
hell than to live in Pittsford!” Yet, by 
means extraordinary, as we were led 
eventually to believe, they. were not 
beyond the reach of omnipotent grace. 

A man for instance, of this description 
had imprecated. upon himself, with the 
asseveration ofan oath, the miseries of 
the damned, if he should attend such 
conicreneces. Nor was he shocked at 
his audacious impiety. But an infin- 
iicly merciful Providence had provid- 
ed sn instrument of bringing him to an 
awfy! sight of his dreadful situation. 
While bieathing out threatening and 
ey agaist the church, invent- 
ing new schemes t@ annoy, disgrace, 
and frnstrate the work of God, sitting 
ina pasture alone, not far from a flogk 
of sheep, there came a cosset, which 
leapt into his lap, and licking him in 
the iace, seemed distinctly to say, 
** We wish youto belong toour flock” 
ITis conscience announced to him, that 
it was the flock of Christ ta which he 
ought to belong. In an instant, his 
sins, with the astonishing blackness of 
their enormity, ail rushed 
bly and frightfully imto his view! 
Hell was spread before him with- 
out a covering! Wth. ground 
but just sufficient, on which to 
stand, he seemed to be surrounded, 
-literally, with “ the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone.” Amazed, 
he stood, with but a step between him 
and everlasting death! ‘Though a hard- 
ened, profane, and incredulous wretch 
before, yet now like Belshazzar, trem- 
dling with astonishment, and knowing 
ihe certaimty of those serious thing's 
he had so much despised, for 2 consid- 
erable time, he had scarcely strength 
to move a foot. At length, however, 
with much difficulty, he came to the 
place of his habitation. The pit of 
destruction still spread naked before 
him and‘his sins rending his soul like 
so many fierce and insatiable tigers, 
his universalism fied; his ideas of en- 
thrsiasm vanished; his mind was full 
4i darkness, wrung with anguish, and 
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In these melancholy circumstances, 
without a moments’ repose or mitiga- 
tion, and almost without food, he con- 
tinued four days, before salvation 
cume. 

Another was convicted in the career 
ofhis virulent opposition, by overhear- 
ing the prayer of his wife. He had 
lived in total neglect ofthe worship of 
God. .Of course, his becoming a con- 
vert was not owing to the sympathy of 
supersiition. Ifhis family went to the 
hcuse of God, or to a Conference, he 
would storm with vengeance. With 
eruel threats, and with loud uproas, he 
totally prohibited their going within 
sightor hearing of what he considered 
the mad fanaticism. His wife, howev- 
er, catching the contagion, could not 
be kept from the throne of grace. 
Without his consent or privity, she re- 

.tired into a solitary grove to seek her 
God. To “ eat for himself” the spon- 
taneous fruit, which grew by the side 
of the same grove, he providentially 
came within the hearing of her voice, 
Not to loose the opportunity of indulg- 
ing hiscuriosity, by stealth he ap- 
proached, untilhe could clearly per- 
ceive who.it was, and correctly under- 
stand every sentence she uttered. Jm- 
portunately, she,was spreading his case 
before the prayer-hearing God. Thun- 
der struck, he magle his escape, and re - 
tired to his house, gad to his bed, for 

1e could sciereky pte. He was instant- 
ly brought toa sight ofhimself. His 
conviction was pungent ; like the disas- 
ter of Cain, it was “greater than he 
could bear.” His iniquities, with their 
hidgous and shocking aggravations, 
were presented before him. With his 

-insupportable distress, he greatly fear- 
ed, he should not survive the close of 
the day. In his apprehension, there 
wasno mercyfor him. He much ex- 
pected, thata few painful moments 
would close his earthly existence, and 
land him in unalterable woe. Being 
informed, the next day, of his situa- 
tion, by a messenger who came with a 
request from him, that I would make 
him a visit, } went immediately; and 
found him possessing not onlya ration- 
alview, but adeepsense of his situa- 
tion as ** @ child of wrath.” His convic- 
tion appeared to be genuine. Under 
the agony ofhis spirit, which he endu- 
red, the preservation of his life was 
scarcely a less striking manifestation 
ofthe divine power, than the produc 
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tion of sucha sight and sense of his 
sinfulness. He was truly an object of 
great compassion. But, blessed be 
God, his severe anguish was soon to 
terminate. After astruggle of two or 
three days, he became serene; was 
hopefully set at the foot of the cross, 
clothed with the robes of the Redeem- 
ev’s righteousness, and in his right 
mund. 

There were but few convieted, with 
whom the ordinary means of grace 
were not used. There were just 
enough to show, that means alone did 
not produce the effect ; and yet, that 
means were necessary to beused; so 
that those, who are without them, can 
have but little hope of obtaining the 
mercy of God. 

Many were convicted by hearing 
others “ tell, what the Lord had done 
for their souls.” This was remarkably 
the case in the incipient stages of the 
work. That the world might see what 
almighty and irresistible grace could 
do, it was wisely ordered that, in the 
onset, 2 number of Satan’s fiercest ad- 
vocates should be laid prostrate, trem- 
bling, and begging that, through grace, 
theirlives might be spared. A public 
rehearsal of what these had experienc- 
ed from the mercy of Zion’s King, and 
from the glittering sword of his jus- 
tice, in their conviction, struck others 
with dismay. It was often attended 
with surprising effects in alarming the 
careless and secure. The conferences 
and prayer-meetings, were blessed as 
means of the conviction of many. A 
large number of the youth received 
their first serious impression, at the 
first, and at other meetings, of the the- 
olomecal school; which was instituted, 
atthe commencement of the reviva 
tor the religious instruction and bene 
fitof the young people of both sexe 
it is nol improbable that, by the i 
strumentality of this school, more than 
hity of the vouth were translated from 
nature’s darkness into God's marvel- 
Jous light. We have reason to appre- 
bend, that it was the most interesting 
aid profitable meeting,, ofall that 

were insitiuted, during theevival. Jus- 
tice requires that, im this narrative, 
ventivu should be made of the labo- 
rious and faithful exertions of the 
roung gentlemen who, at that time, 
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vinity, in Pittsford, by whose prayers 
and examples, warnings and exhorta- 
tions, many were convicted, and hope- 
fully delivered, not only from danger- 
ous delusions, but from the bitter pains 
of everlasting burnings. Some were 
convicted by hearing sermons on the 
Sabbath; some, by reading the Bible ; 
others, by hearing religious conveffsa- 
tion ; manyg by,sgeing the young con- 
verts enter gntp covenant with God, 
andhis people, publicly espousing the 
cause, and confessing the name of the 
Lord Jesus before men; some, by see- 
ing the whole multitude of the disci- 
ples encircle the table of their Lord, 
andcommemorate his death. Alarm 
was excited in their minds, by their 
looking upon it as a presage of the aw- 
ful separation, which will be made, be- 
tween saints and sinners, in the last 
great day. The great meeting so cal- 
led, was viewed by many as an affect- 
ing resemblance of the day of judg- 
mentg it was attended with divine 
blessings for ever to be appreciated by 
the people of Pittsford, as a mean of 
stimulating|and perpetuating the glo- 
rious revival. In short, almost any 
means, however feeble, which at oth- 
er times, would be like water, spilt on 
the ground, not tobe gathered up, 
were accompanied with remarkable 
manifestations of divine power and effi- 
cacious grace. 

Conviction was greater or less in all 
degrees from the very slightest im- 
pressions to the most poignant anguish 
and despair. The length of its contin- 
uance, in different persons, was per- 
haps as various as the different de- 
grees ofits alarming influence. Ther« 
were not many instances, in which it 
was very severe, and greatly protract- 
ed. But such as had their attention, 
more gradually exeited, and longer 
continued, before they obtained conso- 
Jation, generaily becdme more ac- 
quainted with ihe native treachery ot 
their own hearts, and with cCvoe‘trinal 
knowledge in other respects. 

In general, when under conviction, 
they were greatly 
with asight of themselves as sinners, 
but with aview of the ativibutes of God 
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sor. The wordsof Dr. Watts in the 
139th Psalm, conveyed to their minds 
a solemn and fearful consideration. 


“Lord, where shall guilty aouls retire, 
Forgotten and unknown? 
{n hell they meet thy dreadful fire, 
am heaven thy glérioug throne.” 
* 


With awful vengeance, His omnipo- 
tence seemed to be armed against them. 
His infinite goodness ‘was infinitely 
eppesed to their wickedness. Instead 
of affording them protection in their 
sins, armed with inflexible justice, it 
was the most alarming attribute the 
Deity possessed. Infinite understand- 
ang united with omnipotence and infi- 
nite goodness forthe execution of his 
displeasure on his enemies, rendered 
him, in their view, a most formidable 
foe. He presented himself with a for- 
bidding aspect, without asmile. In 
their gloomy apprehension, his afger 
was expressed with clouds, and stérms, 
and thunderbelts, with soul-torment- 
ing threats, and inexorable wath. 
His law, like himself, was severely 
strict and arbitrary, exacting more 
than was just, or practicable, or even 
needful to the happiness of mankind, 
orto hishonor. His government was 
administered with austerity and ta- 


price. To their prayers, which had. 


been offered with so many tears, he 
was crucliy deaf, and without compas- 
sion. The dispensations ofhis grace 
were a constant display of sovereign 
partiality. Others had not been so 
long convicted as themselves; nor had 
they been so moral in their lives; they 
had not made so many prayers, nor 
done half the good in the world; vet 
they had become the objects of his 
special favor, or rather, ofhis arbitrary 
partiality. Sucha Being at the head 
ef the universe, in their view, was 
greatly to be detested. Had it been 
in their power to have excited an in- 
surrection, to have given a check to 
his proceedings, to have immolated 
his throne and his existence, Chris- 
tians, if they could still have existed, 
with Micah, would have exclaimed, 
“ Ye have taken away our God, and 
whathave we more?” Such was the 
language of their hearts! Knowing, 


however, that it was the madness of 


their depravitv; their. conscience 
spoke with double vengeance, adding 
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torture to their anguish for their dead. 
ly malignity, thus detected; and then, 
such thoughts of blasphemy they would 
endeavor to suppress; or, at least, to 
screen from their own inspection. 


- Having deceived themselves, in their 


pretended prayers, they would “ flat- 
ter God with their mouth, and lie unto 
him with their tongues,” attempting 
in this way, “while their heart was 
not right with him,” to conciliate his 
favor. But finding, that he withheld 
his grace, and had no favorable regard 
for their deceitful oblations, their 
hearts would rise again with virulent 
enmity against him, and _ reiterate 
theircrimes. Thus were they driven 
and tossed from one melancholy ex- 
treme toanother, until they were driv. 
en to despair. 

Surrounded with a multitude of 
poor and pitiable objects of this des- 
cription, it is impossible fully to repre- 
sent the nningled emotions of hope and 
fear, anxiety and ardent desire, which 
were then realized and manifested by 
the people of God. Their fuithfulness 
and yearning tenderness, which they 
discovered by their pathetic prayers, 
and laborious exertions, in the reli- 
gious megtings, and from house to 
house, instrugting the ignorant, solving 
the solicitous inquiries of the awak- 
ened and colivicted, warning and re- 
proving the impenitent, weepmg with 
them that wept, and rejoicing with 


those who rejoiced, were features of 


the work so lively and prominent, they 
still seem to survive, though the work 
itselfis no more. O how affecting it 
was to witness the unaffected mani- 
festation of a deep sense of the amaz- 
ing worth of precious souls, and of 
The infinite importance of success to 
e cause of Zion, so happily prevailing 
ve every earthly consideration. 

: HoLLAND WEEKS. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On Teusday, the 15th ult. the Rev. 
tuFus PoMeEROoY Was ordained over 
the Congregational churchand society 


in Salisbury. Rev. Justin Parsons of 


Whiting made the intreductory pray- 
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er; Rev. Thomas A. Merrill of Mid- 
dlebury preached the sermon, from 
1 Tim. iv. 13. Till I come, give atiend- 
ance toreading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine ; Rey. Jedediah Bushnell of Corn- 
wall made the Cconse¢rating prayer; 
Rev. Silas Parsons of Sudbury gave the 
charge; Rev. Jonathan Hovey of Wey- 
bridge expressed the fellowship of the 
churches, and Rev. Ebenezar Hebard of 
Brandon made the concluding prayer. 

On Wednesday the 9th of Octo- 
ber last, was ordained at Brandon, to 


Ordinations~--Poctry---io Correspondents. 


® Rev. 
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the work of the gospel ministry, by 2 
Yommittee of Rutland Association, 
JoNATHAN D. WINCHESTER. 
Introductory prayer, on ‘he occasion, by 
Rev. Silas Pafsons,, Sudbury ; Sermon 
and charge by Rey. Lemuel Haynes, 
Rutland; Right hand of Fellowship, 
by Rev. “Ebénezérs Hebard, Brandon ; 
Concluding.» prayer by Rev. Magpn 
Knapen, Orwell. 

We learn there is a prospect, that 
Mr. Winchester will spend, at least, 2 
few years, in Madrid, N. Y. 
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ON A WATCH. 


Sex, in this instructive glass, 

See the moments as they pass: 
Moments are the parts of time— 
The present one is only mine— 
The next is hid in God’s decree, 
And may not be design’d for me— 
Then let this one ke well improvéd, 
That if Lamgth® next remov’d, 


I may attain 


at blissful piace, 


Where, Tnid the smiles of sov’reign grace, 
Triumphs reign, and rapture swells, 
» And Godwith Saints forever dwells. 


TO CORRESPONDENTs. 


P B. 


A correspondent suggests, that Matt. vi. 33 s often incorrectly quoted, and 


that the error has crept into t 


idence,” will have a place. 


Editors. 'The punctilious attention of Editors to the duties 


the Convention is indispensable. 


From Female Society, Jericho 


®RRATUM. Vol. 
‘prvi. 


; he Aalviser, v. iii.p.17. The passa 
read Seek ye first the kiggdom of God and Ais righteousness, Kc. 
The Infidels Sokloquy, Letitig, “ Timotheus” and 
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DONATIONS TO THE MISS. SOCIETY. 


Female Friends to Missions 


ge ought to 
an observer of divine prov- 


prescribed them by 


lil. p. 256-line 5th from bot. for Montpelier read Williams- 


















